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International University of Sarajevo (IUS) was 
established in the year of 2003, and is one of 
the largest educational projects in the Balkan 
region. At the very beginning, as a relatively yo-
ung academic institution, IUS created an open, 
tolerant and international environment  for its 
students, where young people have the oppor-
tunity to acquire new and exchange the existing 
knowledge and experiences not only with 
their fellow students and professors, but also 
with ever-changing guest speakers. 

In the past ten years, our higher education  
institution have been offering quality education 
to local and foreign students, in all three study 
cycles. The University has developed intensively 
throughout the years, and is among the first in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to adopt the European 
standards of teaching. 

During undergraduate and postgraduate 
studies, students develop their skills in a qua-
lity intellectual atmosphere and are able to  
choose one of the 14 study programs within 
three faculties, containing programs in diffe-
rent areas ranging from industrial engineering 
and computer sciences to art and social scien-
ces and to business administration and huma-
nities.

We currently have more than 1600 stu-

dents studying in the first and second cycle 
of studies, coming from all continents and 33 
countries of the world. 

In addition to maintaining a high level of 
education through the skills of professionals 
from different profiles, IUS specially focuses 
on affirmation of their own work and achieve-
ments, involvement in the university’s interna-
tional community, and long-term cooperation 
with other universities through various projects 
and programs. In doing so, IUS means to attract 
and retain outstanding, qualified teachers and 
administrative staff to provide a substantial con-
tribution in their area of expertise and participate 
in innovative research projects to continuously 
improve service to students and the community.

When founded, IUS had 14 employees and 
68 students. The university currently employs 
194 full-time academic and administrative staff. 
The investment, and all the previous work and 
effort spent in the idea of IUS, was realized 
through an open, spacious campus, construc-
tion of facilities and modern university building, 
two comfortable student dormitories, a modern 
research center, as well as continuous deve-
lopment of IUS capacities, including creating job 
opportunities and helping in the development of 
B&H society.

ThE fIrST DEcaDE of

I am very proud of the ten years of hard work, 
effort and dedication invested in the field of 
education. This dedication can be seen in the 
difficult beginnings when we worked from a ren-
ted old building. Then we laid the foundation in 
2006. This marked a turning point for the current 
state of infrastructure of 30 000 m2 built-up 
area with more than 1600 students at all three 
levels of study. We raised the university on an 
uncultivated land in Ilidža, which is now of great 
importance for the municipality of Ilidža and the 
city of Sarajevo, to BiH and beyond. In the steady 
growth of the university in every aspect,   
- economic, educational and social - we have 
shown to the community and the world the best 
way how we can respond to the needs of the day 
and be a role model for future generations.

Over the last decade, International University 
of Sarajevo had a vision of becoming a higher 
education institution following a team-based culture 
to disseminate interdisciplinary education to create 
and spread knowledge. As many will say, IUS did a 
great job during this period of time, and became one 
of the brightest stars in the sky of Bosnian education. 
This would be impossible to accomplish without huge 
effort on the part of its employees. Together, we 
expand the knowledge created to the benefit of the 
community by educating individuals able to reflect 
critically and independently. IUS plans for next decade 
are to speed up finishing of campus buildings and 
expanding University capacities for enrolment of many 
more students. Faculties, departments and centers 
that are to be opened will bring novelty and, at the 
same time, they will help upgrade current academic 
performance to the highest level of the quality.

After 10 years we may say that our best referen-
ces are our satisfied students. We continuously 
provide full support to all IUS stakeholders.  
Administration consist of highly educated, skilled 
and professional staff.
Each day we work hard to fulfill all requests. At 
IUS. we share values beyond standard rules and 
regulations, providing respect to all, solving the 
most difficult matters and enjoying the success 
of our students with satisfaction.

Your first and last but not the least important 
contact is with the administration. Our HR, IT and 
other departments are fully operational to assist 
you and provide you with the best service.  We 
welcome you all.

It was a great pleasure for me to spend almost 
4 years in B&H and at IUS. I really enjoyed being 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which I consider 
my second home with its unbelievable beauty, 
hospitality, culture, history and people.
I also highly appreciate the success of IUS, its 
mission and education. It was an honor for me 
to teach there, and it always keeps its exciting 
place in my heart. It also provides its students 
with modern education in English with qualified 
academic staff with diverse backgrounds and 
cultures, which obviously contribute to the 
success and vision of IUS. Finally, IUS also plays 
an important historical and cultural role in the 
relationship between Turkey and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which share much in common in 
terms of belief, culture and history.

We raised the university on 
an uncultivated land

Working together to benefit 
the community

our best references are our 
satisfied students

It was an honor for me to 
teach at IUS

Bakir Junuzović, 
Asst. Secretary General

Prof. Dr. Ali Güneş, 
Head, Western Languages and Literatures, 
Faculty of Letters, Karabuk University, Turkey

Armin Kerić, 
Secretary General

Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, 
IUS Rector
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After applying and being admitted to a few 
local universities, Peter finally chose IUS 
because of, as he says, the huge advanta-
ge of studying in English and having foreign  
professors at IUS.

Peter finished his undergraduate  
studies at IUS in 2012 and is currently 
working for an Indian company that produ-
ces cars, trucks, and many other goods.  
Peter describes IUS as a modern and nicely 
set-up university with friendly professors 
and students that are always willing to help. 
As a foreign student, he stresses how he 
enjoyed the multicultural and multinational 
environment that IUS provides. When talking 
about IUS, he specially mentions meeting peo-
ple from different countries, the culturally rich 
environment, and various opportunities for de-
velopment. While he was an IUS student, he 
had the chance to meet people form different 
countries. Although he is Hungarian, he says 
that many thought of him as a local because 
of his familiarity with the local language and 
culture. This came as a result of his five-year-
stay in Sarajevo prior to beginning his studies 
at IUS, which have helped him to quickly get 
used being a student here. However, he says 
that it was not really that important because it 
is very easy to get used to the atmosphere of 
our university.

Peter Szappanos
my IUS STory

The reason why I become an IUS student is 
because I lived in the USA from my second 
to my fifteenth year. Since IUS is one of the 
few universities in Bosnia whose medium of 
instruction is English following an American 
educational system, I wanted to go back to 
that international system of education. As for 
scholarships, I was given a 50% scholarship, 
and I chose FASS where I currently study at 
the English Language and Literature Program. 
I consider English as my mother tongue and I 
do not have a problem in following all my cla-
sses in English. The advantages of IUS are, 
in fact, that students have the opportunity to 
continue their studies abroad, to work as vo-
lunteers at the university, to be members of 
many interesting clubs and of course the fact 
that conditions for studying at IUS are much 
better than at other universities.

Back in 2004, when the IUS consisted of only 
a handful of staff and students, I enrolled as 
the first student at the IUS English Language 
School (ELS) preparing for the English profi-
ciency and my academic life at IUS, later, 
abroad.

When I look at IUS today, it is difficult to 
imagine the fact that in the first months of its 
existence not more than 30 people comprised 
all IUS staff and students, including myself. 
The beautiful building on the Paromlinska 
Street served both as a dormitory and as a 
learning facility. For that number of people, 
it did serve its purpose more than well. I did 
know back then that IUS had plans to build 
a campus in Ilidza, but now that I see it, it is 
more than impressive in how short a period so 
much has been accomplished.

I graduated from the Faculty of Busine-
ss and Administration from the International 
Relations department in 2009. Shortly after, 
I received the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) scholarship to do my master’s 
studies at the University of Hamburg in Ger-
many. In October 2011, I got my Master’s in 
Peace and Security Studies at the Institute for 
Peace Research and Security Policy. 

The time living in Germany helped me 
much in further developing my knowledge in 
regard to the fields of IR and peace and se-
curity research. The experience definitely hel-
ped me become what I am today. During my 
study in Hamburg, I also did an internship at 
the Centre for OSCE Research at the Institute 
for Peace Research and Security Policy at the 
University of Hamburg. I am currently working 
at IUS International Relations Program.

 

Lejla Kaharevic

I graduated from English Language and Li-
terature in 2012 and decided to continue 
with a Master’s degree in Political Science 
at IUS. Sarajevo is one of the most beautiful 
cities that I’ve ever seen. At IUS, I found some 
real friendships in this peaceful atmosphere. 
I recommend to everyone that they should 
experience this atmosphere, warm friendshi-
ps and live in this peaceful city surrounded by 
forests...

Volkan Sabah

at IUS I found friendships

My name is Mihaela Miljana Bo-
žović and I am 19 years old. I am 
in the first year of the Internati-
onal Relations program at IUS.  
After graduating from high scho-
ol, I was thinking about enrolling 
at the Faculty of Philosophy in 
the Department of Romance 
Languages  , which I happen to 
speak. However I decided to 
enroll at IUS because it offers 
quality in education with a lots 
of possibilities. It’s been a while 
already, and in the days which 
have passed, I feel happy with 

the decision I made.
This university offers quality in 

education because the medium 
of instruction is English and our 
professors come from different 
countries. The environment is 
international and the people are 
friendly. Any kind of problem is 
easy to solve and interaction 
with people is easy to achieve. 
IUS offers a variety of clubs 
(sports or activist clubs) and 
students can use their free 
time in a quality manner. 

The reason for my coming to Sarajevo  
was to get study at university  wearing 
my headscarf, because at the time in 
Turkey, there was a headscarf ban in 
official institutions. For that reason, 
I tried to find the way to achieve my 
goals  without any limitations and  
interference. Bosna and Hercegovina, 
which  I call “lijepa zemlja” gave me 
that chance, and many other oppor-
tunities. After completing my studies 

with a lot of struggle, I completed the 
psychology program. I have a husband 
and son, who is “mali Sarajlija” (little 
Sarajlija). My husband completed the 
International Relations program; our 
gradution time intersected, made  
made me very happy.

I continue my academic career at 
IUS and my main concern is to make a 
significiant contribution to the Bosnian 
society.

I enjoyed the multicultural 
environment at IUS

Studying in English is a 
great advantage

I’m ProUD To bE a ParT of ThIS 
grEaT commUnITy!

I KnEW IT WaS a gooD oPPorTUnITy for mE

Interview with Emina Hadžiahmetović, In-
ternational University of Sarajevo student 
and successful table tennis player
 
first, we would like to ask you to tell 
us something about yourself, please.
My name is Emina Hadžiahmetović. I’m 
18 years old and I come from Sarajevo. 
I graduated from Gymnasium Obala in 
Sarajevo. 
 
What was the main reason that you 
decided to choose IUS? 
The first time I heard that IUS offers an  
International Relations program, I just 
knew that I had to follow that path in my 
life. 
 
you are a great athlete, currently you 
are the 3rd ranking table tennis player 
in Europe and 1st in bosnia and her-
zegovina. can you summarize your 
most important results, please?
The most important results that I have 
achieved in my sport career are the 1st 
place in table tennis in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, the 2nd place on Balkan youth 
Championship, 1st place on Balkan (U21) 

Championship, 3rd place in Europe two 
times, 3rd place on World Pro tour tour-
nament.
 
as a great athlete you got 100% 
scholarship from IUS. Is this motiva-
ting for you and your future plans? 
Of course, this is a huge motivation for 
me. I really appreciate having been given 
the opportunity to study here on scho-
larship. I will do my best as a student and 
also to represent IUS as an athlete in the 
best way.
 
What is the secret of your success?
Basically there is no secret in it. I was 
always a hardworking person, consistently 
trying to give the best that I can.
 
What are your first impressions 
about the people at IUS, and gene-
rally about IUS?
My first impressions are positive. I really 
enjoy every single moment I spend here 
at the University. I have met a lot of new 
people and I am very happy because of it. 

Which program of study have you 

chosen?
I have chosen to study at the International 
Relations program at the Faculty for Busi-
ness and Administration. 
 
What advantages does IUS offer 
compared to the other universities? 
In my opinion, IUS has a lot of advanta-
ges. One of them is for instance meeting 
new people from other cultures and other 
countries. Of course, there is the advan-
tage of improving your English language 
skills. Also, it is important to mention the 
quality of education and the availability of  
professors at any time. And the great 
canteen!

What are your long-term plans?
My long-term plans are getting my 
Master’s degree from IUS and advancing 
my sport skills. 

Is there anything that you would 
like to point out in this interview?
At the end I would like to thank the Uni-
versity for giving me this opportunity to 
improve myself and my knowledge as 
well as to develop my intellectual skills. 

IntervIew: emInA HADžIAHmetOvIć

I WILL rEPrESEnT IUS In ThE bEST 
Way PoSSIbLE

Interview with Alma Subasic, International University of Sarajevo 
student and talented Sevdalinka performer.

Since your childhood, you have been a Sevdalinka  
performer; you’ve traveled all over the world, could you 
tell us more about yourself?
I’ve have always loved music, especially Sevdah, which makes 
me feel like no other music genre, and it awakens all the beautiful 
emotions in my heart, and I’m happy when I can feel the right 
reaction in the audience. That fills my heart and I’m very dedi-
cated to each and every concert performance, to every song that  
I sing. I would single out concerts at the “Vatroslav Lisinski” in 
Zagreb, “Sava Centar” in Belgrade, “Benaroya Hall” in Seattle in 

USA and in Istanbul, “Atatürk Kültür Merkezi” venues. 
 
Where did you go to high school?
I graduated from Gymnasium in my hometown, Konjic.
 
one you had decided to continue your education, how did 
you choose your study program?
When I graduated from high school, my goals were to continue 
my education in the English language, to get my diploma reco-
gnized beyond the borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to 
gain a quality education. Once I was offered a full scholarship 
by IUS as one of the best students of my school, I realized that 
this university provides everything I’ve always wanted out of colle-
ge. Scholarship further motivates me to do even better, be more  
hardworking and more successful.
 
now that you are more familiar with the work of the uni-
versity, what is your opinion on the teaching staff, the 
working conditions, the quality and organization of the 
teaching process? What do you think about the student-
professor communication at IUS? Which program did you 
choose?
So far I’m very satisfied with the work of our teachers, who are 
really trying to convey their knowledge, also with the equipment 
and technology that we have here. What IUS gives us is one  
healthy, positive environment that motivates me, and facilita-
tes my learning process. I chose architecture; we have a great  
studio in which we have theoretical and practical classes. What I  
particularly like is the international environment, which gives me 
the feeling that I’m studying in a much more developed country, 
yet I’m close to my family.
 
What motivates you personally? What is your motto?
I believe that nothing is unreachable and with work, effort, com-
mitment, faith and desire, anything can be achieved. What moti-
vates me is the desire for success, excellent grades, good relati-
onships with my fellow students and professors. I think that good 
organization, communication with people, and a positive attitude 
are the keys to success.
 
What are your future projects?
The most important thing for me at the moment is to study well 
and I am committed to that. When it comes to singing, the plan is 
to work on new songs, albums, concerts and promotions. I look 
forward to new projects, collaborations with the great artists and 
I enjoy the whole process of learning and constantly upgrading 
myself as an artist and a future architect.

ThE PoSITIVE EnVIronmEnT of IUS 
moTIVaTES mE EVEry Day

IntervIew: AlmA SUBAšIć

mr. nerkez Opačin

I enrolled as the first  
student at the IUS ELS

mrs. Dilek Yıldırım, Graduate of  2012/13 Class

mihaela miljana Božović
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In the framework of development and inten-
sification of scientific research, International 
University of Sarajevo has started the imple-
mentation of the new EU project entitled “Po-
sitioning Level V Qualification in BiH.”

The leader of this EU project is Asst. Prof. 
Dr. Jasminka Hasić-Telalović, from the Faculty 
of Engineering and Natural Sciences at IUS. 
Other professors involved in the project inclu-
de Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhamed Hadžiabdić, Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Nermin Oruč, M.Sc. Kanita Hadžiab-
dić, M.Sc. Alma Husagić-Selman. The total 
value of the project is 115.777EUR. The EU 
Delegation to Bosnia and Herzegovina co-fi-
nanced the project with 91.337 EUR and other 
funds are provided by the IUS. 

 The aim of the “Positioning Level V Quali-
fication in BiH“ project is to improve education 
in the wood processing industry, and the pro-
ject is planned to include analysis of the labor 
market needs and skill mismatches, analysis 
of best practices at the level of the European 
Union, curriculum development for the level 
V qualification, development of curriculum for 
training professors,for the level V qualification, 
creating a model for the rapid implementati-
on of the new curricula that meet the needs of 
the labor market, increasing the capacity of 
schools to conduct the level V qualification and 
increasing the employment rate of the level V 
qualification graduates. Partners in this project 
are JU Mixed Secondary School Živinice and JU 
Mixed Secondary School “Musa Ćazim Ćatić“ 
Olovo. 

 

new EU project at IUS: 
Positioning Level V  
Qualification in bih

ProjEcTS

At its 32nd session, held on September 
3, 2013, the Senate of the International 
University of Sarajevo appointed the new 
Rector of IUS. By a unanimous vote, the 
Senate of the International University of 
Sarajevo decided to give its trust to dis-
tinguished professor of law and previous 
Vice Rector of the Istanbul Commerce Uni-
versity, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, who will 
serve as the new Rector of IUS.

On the occasion of appointment of the 
new Rector, a ceremony was held in the 
main amphitheatre, attended by all the 
employees of the International University 
of Sarajevo.

The audience was first addressed by 
Prof. Dr. Özer Çınar, the former IUS Rec-
tor, who said in his speech that the period 
he spent at IUS and B&H will serve him 
as a significant experience in his career. 
Prof. Çınar particularly thanked the IUS 
Board of Trustees for their understanding 
and support during his tenure at IUS, and 
he also thanked all his associates for their 
successful cooperation throughout his 
term at office. 

The President of the Foundation for 
Education Development Sarajevo (SEDEF), 
Mr. Hasan Topaloğlu, a foundation which 
established IUS, pointed out in his speech 
that IUS has directed its all capacities 
towards investment and building of high-
quality academic studies and continuous 
training of academic staff and students. 
“This University is the largest educational 
investment in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

IUS has the most beautiful campus in B&H 
and highly qualified academic staff. This 
new academic year with new Rector at 
its lead is a great opportunity for a new 
beginning where we can utilize our human 
resources and facilities in the best possi-
ble way”, said Mr. Topaloğlu.

The newly appointed Rector Oğurlu 
has served as Vice Dean, Vice Rector and 
Acting Deputy to Rector at private and 
state universities in Turkey before he was 
appointed Rector of IUS. We strongly be-
lieve that Rector Oğurlu will be successful 
in his new position, and that he will contri-
bute to the improvement and development 
of IUS, in accordance with the vision and 
mission set during the foundation of the 
University back in the year of 2003”. “I 
will direct my experience, knowledge and 

energy for the welfare of IUS and also for 
BiH. I am sure that we will work good to-
gether, both academic and administrative 
staff of IUS, and with great support from 
the IUS Board of Trustees we will contri-
bute in the new restructuring, investment 
and development of the International Uni-
versity of Sarajevo”, stressed Prof. Oğurlu. 
Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu graduated from the 
Faculty of Law at the Istanbul University. 
He completed his postgraduate and doc-
toral studies at the prestigious Marmara 
University. He started his academic ca-
reer at the Atatürk University and Istanbul 
Commerce University. Dr. Oğurlu worked 
twenty- one years as a professor and he 
also worked as an associate in domestic 
and international projects.

PrOf. Dr. YüCel OğUrlU AS 
ThE nEW rEcTor of IUS

 

On Tuesday, September 10, 2013, the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo was visited by 
Prof. Dr. ramazan Kaplan, the Rector of the 
Bartın University, Prof. Dr. ali naci Tankut, 
Vice-Rector of the Bartın University, Prof. Dr. 
fahrettin Göktaş, the Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts and Sciences at the Bartın University, 
Prof. Dr. İsmet emre, the Dean of the Faculty 
of Literature at the Bartın University, Prof. Dr. 
Selman Karayılmazlar, the Dean of the 
Faculty of Forestry at the Bartın University, 
Asst. Prof. Dr. murat Kul, the director of the 
School for Sport and Physical Education, Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Ali Savaş Bulbul, the Coordinator 
of Mevlana Exchange Program for Students 
and Academic Staff, Asst. Prof. Dr. harun 
Er, Vice-Rector of the Faculty of Education at 
the Bartın University and Asst. Prof. Dr. Said 
ceyhan, Vice-Dean at the Faculty of Econo-
mics and Administration .

The distinguished guests were welcomed 
by IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu and Ad-
visor to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Kor-
kut. The reason for the visit of our guests from 
Turkey is the agreement on signing Mevlana 
protocol on cooperation between the Internati-
onal University of Sarajevo and the Bartın Uni-
versity in Turkey. At the beginning of the mee-
ting Rector Oğurlu informed the guests about 
the current educational capacities and plans 
of IUS, presented the curricula and structure 
of students and professors, and he especially 
emphasized the fact that the teaching proce-
ss at this higher education institution is con-
ducted in English language. The Protocol on 
Cooperation is signed by Prof. Dr. Ramazan 
Kaplan, the Rector of the Bartın University and 
Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, the Rector of the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo.

By signing the Protocol, partners have 
committed themselves to work on a joint coo-
peration related to cooperation in the research 
and implementation of international projects, 
organization of professional seminars and 
workshops, exchange of scientific, technical 
and educational staff and other associates, 
the exchange of scientific and professional 
experiences and achievements, exchange 
of undergraduate, graduate and doctoral 
students, and exchange of publications and 
literature. Mevlana is a program of exchan-
ge of students and academic staff between 
the Turkish higher education institutions and 
other higher education institutions abroad. 
The guests have visited many facilities of the 
IUS Campus, including the Faculty buildings 
of the International University of Sarajevo.

mevlana Protocol on  
cooperation signed with 
the Bartın University

cooPEraTIon

Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu

Since its foundation in 2003, the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo has been 
involved in the academic development of 
the region, and as a part of the importan-
ce it gives to the “lifelong learning” ethos, 
has set up the IUS-Life Lifelong Learning 
Center to share its decade-long experien-
ce with people from all stages and walks 
of life.

 IUSLife – Lifelong Learning Center 
aims to provide personal and professi-
onal development of the public through 
educational programs for the public and 
private sector companies, international  
organizations and persons as well as 

private citizens. Educational programs, 
courses, seminars and conferences will 
be organized on national and international 
levels to this end.

 As one of the main functions of all 
universities is educating the public of the 
region and the country that it works in, 
IUS, with this awareness in mind, seeks 
to make the continuous development idea 
into a lifestyle.  

 In order to create a better-trained 
workforce and to contribute to the eco-
nomy of Bosnia-Herzegovina, various 
vocational training and professional 
development programs, personal deve-

lopment, foreign languages and computer 
literacy courses, certificate programs and 
seminars will be held by the IUSLife – Li-
felong Leraning Center. Especially through 
the non-profit vocational programs, by en-
hancing the spirit of entrepreneurship, to 
open new avenues for business. To this 
end, IUSLife wishes work in cooperation 
with all public and private sector compa-
nies, and international bodies. 

IUS Life – Lifelong Learning Center 
has started its educational activities with 
English, Turkish and Bosnian language 
courses in November.

IUS oPEnED ThE LIfELong LEarnIng cEnTEr
nEW SErVIcES

great interest in Turkish language course 

At the International University of Sara-
jevo (IUS), a new art gallery opened on 
Thursday, November 28, 2013. The ope-
ning ceremony was attended by Dr. Ranko 
Čović, Deputy Mayor of the city of Saraje-
vo and Prof. Dr. Senaid Memić, Mayor of 
the Ilidža Municipality, academicians, stu-
dents and other guests. IUS Rector Prof. 
Dr. Yücel Oğurlu opened the gallery and 
its first exhibition.

“Meanders of Spiritualism”, by re-
nowned Bosnian-Herzegovinian painter, 
Meliha Teparić, became the first artistic 
exhibition presented at the IUS Art Gallery. 

Meliha Teparić is an Assistant Profe-
ssor at the Visual Arts and Visual Commu-
nications Design Program at the Faculty 
of Art and Social Science, and an artist 
who presents to the public a wide range 
of artworks inspired by the kufi calligraphy 
transformed into a form of modern mini-
malist paintings. 

Rector of the International University of 
Sarajevo Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu and Prof. 
Dr. Ćazim Hadžimejlić, a prominent artist 
and calligrapher with extensive experien-
ce, addressed the invitees at the opening 
of the gallery and exhibition. 

In his address, Rector Oğurlu pointed 
out that IUS has opened this art gallery in 
order to promote world culture and disco-

ver new artistic talents. “This will be an 
opportunity to promote young internatio-
nal and local artists dedicated to the study 
of contemporary trends in the visual arts”.
Prof. Dr. Ćazim Hadžimejlić talked about 
the artistic value of the works the artist 
exhibited, its importance and role of artists 
for their time.

IUS Gallery will be open for exposure of 
various forms of visual arts in accordance 
with diverse profiles of visitors. The gallery 
space is designed as a multimedia center 
which, in addition to exhibitions, will be 
opened for public lectures, conferences, 
performances, concerts, movies, festivals 
and other cultural events. The significan-

ce of opening this attractive gallery space, 
within the IUS Campus is even greater, 
because this is the first exhibition place 
in Ilidža Municipality, which most certainly 
will make a noteworthy contribution to the 
cultural and artistic scene of the city of 
Sarajevo, to its citizens and other visitors, 
in order to provide an interactive artistic 
experience.

In his speech, Rector Oğurlu also used 
this opportunity to invite all young artists 
who are interested and want to present 
their work to come forward, and pointed 
out that the doors of the IUS Art Gallery 
are always open.

IUS arT gaLLEry oPEnED
nEWS

Since the establishment of the Internatio-
nal University of Sarajevo (IUS), manage-
ment has seen it an obligation to prepare 
systems and mechanisms which will en-
sure that sport becomes an important part 
of the lives students and professors. The 
main reason for it is the positive effect of 
sport on the psychological and physical 
health of a person, as well as the impor-
tance and attention it gets in all developed 
countries in the world, who are devoted 
to sport.

 In this regard, with the aim to improve 
sports infrastructure at the IUS campus, 
in November 2013, a modern sports hall 
(27 m2) was opened on the ground floor 
of the new building of the Faculty of Engi-
neering and Natural Sciences. Free acce-
ss is given to all students, academic and 
administrative staff of IUS, and the hall is 
planned to be open during workdays and 
on the weekends.

 It is worth mentioning that IUS stu-
dents, through its sport clubs (IUS Football 
Club, Basketball Club, Taekwondo Club 
etc.) actively participate in sports acti-
vities, at the university and at the local 
community level. We are proud to say that 
Burak Kılıç and Alper Urgun, members 
of the Taekwondo Club, have achieved 
excellent results in their categories at the 
international taekwondo championship 
“Hadžići Open 2013” in March 2013, by 
winning silver and gold medals among 
200 competitors in this competition.

 In addition to our students, professors 
and administrative staff of IUS are actively 
involved in sport activities as well, espe-
cially in hiking. Also, IUS Tracking Club 
“Pohiti polako” will be established at the 
university soon. The new club will bring 
together professors, students and admi-
nistrative staff. The members of the future 
club are as follows: Professor Emeritus 
Dr. Mehmet Can, Head of the Club, Sen. 
Assist. Velid Draganović, and SACHS assi-
stant Adisa Dževlan.

 In their free time, as an extra-curri-

cular activity, IUS professors and staff 
actively and regularly socialize during all 
seasons by visiting the mountains in Bo-
snia and Herzegovina, the region and the 
world. Among the most visited mountain 
destinations in B&H are Treskavica, Prenj, 
Maglić, Čvrsnica, Zelengora, Bjelašnica, 
Visočica and Igman.

 Although hiking is not defined as a 
classic sport, it means to visit and explore 
the beauty of the earth, enjoy the beautiful 
mountain views and gain new friends.

SPorTS acTIVITIES aT IUS
nEWS

The rector of the International University of 
Sarajevo, Prof . Dr. Yücel Oğurlu and the Di-
rector of the National and University Library 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dr. Ismet Ovčina, 
signed a contract on business cooperation 
between the two institutions on Friday, No-
vember 22nd, 2013. This contract represents 
a continuation of the successful cooperation 
that began in February 2011. The agreement 
stipulates that the BH National and University 
Library will allow students and academic staff 
of IUS the use of its library holdings, database 
access in all scientific fields especially in the 
field of economics and management, literatu-
re, art, engineering, computer and biological 
sciences, the use of depository libraries of the 
World Bank and NATO, as well as the use of 
referral center for scientific information; pro-
viding interlibrary loan services and access to 
the premises of the library, reading room and 
a multimedia area.

In this way, to all IUS students and 
staff intending to use the library for their  
scientific research are provided free access 
with their IUS ID cards.

cooperation with the 
national and University 
Library of bih 
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After meeting with the Rector of the Interna-
tional University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yucel 
Ogurlu, Prof. Dr. Keith Doubt presented a 
lecture to IUS students on Monday 18 Novem-
ber on “The Importance of the Affinal Relation 
Prijatelji for Bosnia”. 
Prof. Dr. Keith Doubt is the author of “Towar-
ds a Sociology of Schizophrenia: Humanistic 
Reflections” (University of Toronto Press), 
“Sociology after Bosnia and Kosovo: Recove-
ring Justice” (Rowman & Littlefield), “Sociolo-
gija nakon Bosne” (Buybook, Sarajevo), and 
“Understanding Evil: Lessons from Bosnia” 
(Fordham University Press). With Omer Hadži-
selimović he is the co-editor of the interdisci-
plinary, bilingual journal, “Duh Bosne / Spirit of 
Bosnia”. He was a Senior Fulbright Scholar in 
the Faculty of Political Science at University of 
Sarajevo in 2001 and held the Fulbright Distin-
guished Chair in the Department of Sociology 
at University of Innsbruck, Austria in 2007. He 
joined the Wittenberg faculty in 2000.
Prof. Dr. Keith Doubt was also a special guest 
in “The Cultural Sphere”. He shared his rese-
arch findings on Affinal Relations in Bosnia: 
“Changing and Unchanging Marriage Cu-
stoms in Bosnia” and highlighted the national 
traditions and customs unique to this country. 

After successful completion of the training 
analysis on nearly fifty processes at the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo, the students 
who participated in this activity were given 
certificates for the hard work done and skills 
acquired. The students were welcomed by the 
Rector of the International University of Sara-
jevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, Advisor to Rector, 
Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut and Deputy Ge-
neral Secretary of IUS, Mr. Armin Kerić in the 
Rectorate of IUS.

The training of the students began in Fe-
bruary 2013, and the initial training was rela-
ted to administration processes at IUS, mode-
ling techniques as well as preparation of the 
BPMN diagrams and interviewing of IUS staff. 

Students worked with the Quality assu-
rance Office of IUS (Quality Assurance) in the 
period from February 2013 to May 2013. 
This department works in the field of quality 
assurance, organizes responsible bodies for 
monitoring, improvement and development 
of the quality, works closely on regulation of 
responsibilities and their processes, works on 
the process of self-evaluation procedures and 
quality assessment, as well as other issues 
of importance to the improvement and deve-
lopment of quality.

IUS students who got the certificates are 
Zana Muminović, Amila Madžak, Neira Ome-
rović, Amina Selimović, Selvanur Akicioglu, 
Nurullah Karaca, Merjem Kulović, Dinka Haj-
rić, Elma Masnopita, Merjema Aletić, Nedžla 
Porča, Amar Ćemanović. The certificates 
were presented to students by the Rector of 
the International University of Sarajevo, Prof. 
Dr. Yücel Oğurlu.

In order to improve the scientific and 
research activities at the International 
University of Sarajevo, the newly appoin-
ted Rector of IUS, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, 
formed an IUS Research Committee which 
brought together a group of assistants, 
senior assistants and professors from all 
three faculties of IUS. At the head of the 
Committee is Asst. Prof. Dr. Jasminka Ha-
sić-Telalović, from the Computer Science 
and Engineering program of the Faculty 
of Engineering and Natural Sciences at 
IUS. Other members of the Committee 
are Prof. Dr. abdul razaque memon, 
Asst. Prof. Dr. Daria Ler, Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Tuba boz, Asst. Prof. Dr. nermin Oruč, 
Asst. Prof. mehmed Ganić, Asst. Prof. 
Dr. mirza Suljagić and assistant Mr. 
Ahmed Kulanić. 
 The Research Committee held its first 
meeting on Thursday, October 3, 2013, in 
which they discussed the plans and future 
activities in the field of research at IUS. On 
this occasion, Dr. Hasić, Dr. Memon and 
Dr. Oruč, gave a few statements to the 
Public Relations Office of IUS.
 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Nermin Oruč:

What do you think is the most impor-
tant ingredient for research? 

Human capital is the most important in-
gredient for research. Unfortunately, the 
research culture is not very well developed 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially in 
social sciences. As IUS has a great num-
ber of academic staff who studied abroad 
and developed research skills, I believe we 
have a great chance of setting a positive 
example. Also, most of today’s research 
projects are interdisciplinary and interna-
tional. As IUS has established links with a 
great number of international universities, 
as well as 14 different study programs, 
we are able to satisfy both of these con-
ditions.
 

 Assist. Prof. Dr. Jasminka Hasić told 
us that the main role of IUS RC is to incre-
ase quality and quantity of research acti-
vities at IUS. The preliminary assessment 
shows a number of research groups and 
individuals with great capacity. However, 
it is clear that our institution needs to de-
velop a clear strategy to utilize this poten-
tial to its fullest. The main activities in the 
near future will aim to continue capacity 
building, both in terms of human capital 

and physical infrastructure such as labo-
ratories and literature access. In terms of 
human capacities we will support the de-
velopment of a system that will stimulate 
research-oriented individuals to thrive at 
IUS. This system will put great emphasis 
on training academics for research skills 
and project management. We will not only 
rely on in-house resources but we will also 
utilize established links with international 
research institution through staff exchan-
ge programs.

Prof. Dr. abdul razaque memon:

 
What kind of experiences do you 
have in the research projects? 
I have around 35 years research and te-
aching experience and have contributed 
significantly in the areas of Molecular 
Biology, Cell Biology and Biotechnology. I 
worked 3 years as an Associate Professor 
at Middle East Technical University (1989-
1991) and 12 years at TUBITAK, MAM, 
Gebze as a Senior Scientist and Head of 
Molecular Biology and Genetics Lab. I also 
worked as a Professor of Molecular Bio-
logy at Yildiz Technical University. I have 
12 years research and experience at the 
University of Texas at Austin, Texas A and 
M University at College Station, Texas, 
and Cancer Research Center, Louisiana 
State University, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
USA. In past 13 years I had successfully 
completed 14 different projects and some 
of them were from TUBITAK and some of 
them were from European community. I 
am focusing on several projects and they 
are as follows: 
 
• The transcriptomics, proteomics and 
metabolomics analysis of heavy me-
tal accumulator plant Brassica nigra 
and industrial oil producing crop plant 
Brassica juncea (Currently running),  
• The Role of ADP-Ribosylation Fac-
tor in Vesicular Trafficking in Plant 
Cells(TBAG-U/93 Bhosphorus, France 
ve TÜBITAK, Turky) 2004-2006. Princi-
pal Investigator (50000 USD-finished).  
• Protein trafficking and targeting in 
nodules of leguminous plants (Me-
dicago sativa and Medicago trunca-
tula) and its impact on the efficient 
utilization of elemental nitrogen from 
atmosphere (currently in process)  
• Bioremediation of petrol hydrocarbon 
from contaminated soil and water by 
use of bacteria, algae and plants. Grant 
number: 105 O 327; TARAL 1007 pro-
ject 2006-2011. Principal Investigator 
(Budget 850000 Euro-recently finished)  
• Biofuel production from green algae. 
I am also carrying out some collaborati-
ve projects with the Bielefeld University, 
University of Munich, Germany and some 
other European Universities. 
 In which way do you think IUS can 
benefit from your experience? 

 I cannot say many things in this matter 
because partially and most importantly it 
depends on university administration and 
management attitude towards research 
and researcher. But I would like to menti-
on that it is honor for me to serve IUS in the 
advancement of science and technology 
and train the graduate and post graduate 
students in the research areas of Biotech-
nology and Molecular Biology. My aim is 
to offer valuable and relevant research 
projects that not only address local chall-
enges but also enhance IUS academic 
standing regionally and internationally. In 
my opinion the research excellence goes 
hand in hand with teaching excellence, 
and our undergraduate and postgraduate 
students naturally benefit from studying in 
a pioneering, research-led environment. 
Under this context IUS should actively 
encourage the research professors for the 
development of appropriate national and 
international projects and make efforts 
for the dissemination of research results 
as widely as possible, especially to those 
who will benefit most from them. I should 
also mention that internationally the very 
best teaching and learning universities are 
also great research institutions. Finally, I 
want to say again that I would like to be 
a good mentor as well as a source of 
technical assistance to my MSc and PhD. 
students in the area of genetics and bio-
engineering.

IUS rESEarch commITTEE formED aT IUSProf. Dr. Keith Doubt 
visited IUS

certificates for IUS  
students

WELcomE on boarDVISITS
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The Rectorate of the International University 
of Sarajevo was visited the Minister of Defen-
se of Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr. Zekerijah 
Osmić, Chief of Staff Mr. Mustafa Sinanović 
and Honorary Consul of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina in Izmir and one of the founders of IUS, 
Mr. Ahmed Kemal Baysak on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24, 2013. The distinguished guests 
were welcomed by IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel 
Oğurlu, adviser to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Hasan Korkut and Deputy Secretary General 
of IUS, Mr. Armin Kerić 

Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu informed Minister 
Osmić of the history, plans, technical and 
human capacities of IUS. He also introduced 
the guests to scholarship activities to students 
willing to study at IUS faculties.

Honorable Minister Osmić expressed his 
satisfaction with the visit, and stressed that 
the aim of this visit was to get to know the 
work and activities of IUS and indicated in-
terest in developing closer cooperation with 
IUS. Minister Osmić thanked Mr. Baysak for 
his care and assistance to Bosnia and Herze-
govina, especially in economic terms. Due to 
the personal commitment of Mr. Baysak and 
assistance provided to Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na and its citizens, during and after the war, 
the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina had 
decided to open a honorary consulate in Izmir 
and award the title of the first Honorary Consul 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Mr. Baysak on 
May 28th, 2003. 
Mr. Kemal Baysak is the founder and hono-
rary president of the Federation of Association 
of Culture of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 
Republic of Turkey, which was established in 
2003. 

The newly appointed Rector of the Internatio-
nal Burch University (IBU), Prof. Dr. mehmet 
Uzunoğlu and the President of the Board 
as well as General Manager of Bosna Sema 
Educational Institutions, Mr. Ismail Yapici visi-
ted the International University of Sarajevo on 
Monday, September 23rd, 2013. 

The distinguished guests were welcomed 
by IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu and Advi-
sor to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut.
 Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu informed the guests 
about the work of the International Univer-
sity of Sarajevo, its history of development, 
the structure of students and professors, its 
teaching capacities as well as future plans of 
IUS. During their brief meeting, the Rectors 
Oğurlu and Uzunoğlu expressed hope and de-
sire to strengthen their work relationship and 
continue the successful cooperation between 
the two institutions in the field of education, as 
well as agree to join forces and influence the 
improvement of the working conditions of stu-
dy, as well as the quality of education provided 
by these institutions. 

In the grand amphitheater room of the In-
ternational University of Sarajevo (IUS) the 
Opening ceremony of the new 2013/2014 
Academic Year was held today, on Octo-
ber 8, 2013.

The ceremony was attended by the 
delegation from the Republic of Turkey, 
led by the Minister of Transport, Maritime 
Affairs and Communications of the Re-
public of Turkey, Mr. Binali Yildirim, the 
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey 
in B&H, H.E. Mr. Ahmet Yildiz, Federal 
Minister of Transport and Communicati-
ons of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. En-
ver Bijedić, Coordinator for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in the Turkish International 
Cooperation and Development Agency 
(TIKA), Dr. Zülküf Oruç, and Director of the 
Anadolu Agency, Mr. Ömer Cetreş as well 
as other distinguished guests, professors 
and friends of IUS.

The guests and students were addre-
ssed by the Rector of the International 

University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel 
Oğurlu, who wished all students a succe-
ssful new academic year. In his speech 
Rector Oğurlu said that the arrival of new 
students is a very important step towards 
the further development of IUS, and said 
that he is proud of the fact that in today’s 
ceremony, an IUS Information and Tech-
nology Center will be opened as well.

The President of the Foundation for 
Education Development Sarajevo, Mr. Ha-
san Topaloğlu said in his speech that he is 
proud of the 10 years of work of IUS, and 
believes that the research carried out in 
the IUS laboratories will have major impact 
on science in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
region and the world.

During his speech, Minister Bina-
li Yildirim expressed his satisfaction in 
making his presence on this important 
event today. In his speech he called IUS 
“The pearl of the Balkans” and conveyed 
the greetings of the Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Turkey, Mr. Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan. Minister Yildirim noted that the 
relationship between the Republic of Tur-
key and Bosnia and Herzegovina is inse-
parable, and that these connections can 
be found in music, literature, language, 
food and many other spheres.

At the opening ceremony were also 
present, the President of the Telecommu-
nications Authority & Chairman of the 
Telecommunications Board in Turkey, Dr. 
Tayfun Acarer, the representatives of the 
AVEA and Türk Telekom, Türkcell, Voda-
fone and Türksat. To mark the opening of 
the new Academic Year of 2013/2014, 
an IUS Information and Technology Center 
was opened as well.

In the sports hall of the Faculty of 
Engineering and Natural Sciences at IUS, 
a team from the renowned TV station in 
Turkey, KanalD, organized a shooting of 
the Genç Bakış show, which broadcast 
that evening, in Turkey.

IUS oPEnIng cErEmony of ThE nEW 2013/2014 
acaDEmIc yEar

IUS oPEnIng cErE-
mony SLIKa

minister of Defense of 
b&h and the honorary 
consul of b/h to Turkey 
visited IUS

The representatives of 
the International burch 
University visited IUS

EVEnTS VISITS

VISITS

advisory board  
meeting for “Positioning 
Level V Qualification in 
bih” project

On October 2-3 2013, IUS organized 
a management and advisory board  
meeting for “Positioning Level V Qu-
alification in BiH” project. During the  
meeting, Dr. William Bartlett from Lon-
don School of Economics presented the 
results of a related project. The meeting 
was attended by the representatives 
of the Delegation of European Union 
to BiH, Federal Ninistry of Science and 
Education, Pedagogical Institute, Zeni-
ca-Doboj Canton (representing Ministry 
of Education, Zenica-Doboj Canton), 
Pedagogical Institute, Tuzla Canton (re-
presenting Ministry of Education, Tuzla 
Canton), Association of Employees in 
Federation of BiH, Federal Employment 
Bureau, Chamber of Commerce, Zenica-
Doboj Canton, Chamber of Commerce, 
Tuzla Canton, Mixed Secondary School 
Živinice, Mixed Secondary School Olo-
vo, UNICEF, Federal Institute for De-
velopment Programming, High School 
Center Car Dušan, Foča, Ećo Company.

The next milestones to be developed are:
-Curriculum for training of trainers in 
woodworking industry 
-Curriculum for level V education in 
woodworking industry. 
During very useful presentations and 
discussions, the curricula development 
details were agreed as well as future 
steering of the project. This project is 
funded by the Delegation of European 
Union in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Vice Rector for Academic and Student 
Affairs at the International University of 
Sarajevo, assist. Prof. Dr. muhamed 
Hadžiabdić visited the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) in the period from October 
26th to October 31st, 2013. Vice Rector 
Hadžiabdić represented IUS in the BH de-
legation which consisted of Rectors from 
the Sarajevo School of Science and Tech-
nology, International Burch University and 
Rectors from the Universities of Sarajevo, 
Bihać, Mostar, Tuzla and Zenica. 

 The aim of this visit was to establish 
better cooperation between the univer-
sities in B&H and the universities in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with special 
emphasis on research projects. 

 The delegation visited the Ministry of 
Higher Education in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, the National Assessment Center in 
Riyadh, the King Saud University in Riyadh 
and King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah. 
During the visit to the Ministry of Higher 
Education, the delegation was welcomed 
by the Minister for Higher Education in the 
Government of KSA, Dr. Khalid alanqari 
and his associates.

 During the visit, Vice Rector Hadžiab-
dić presented the International University 
of Sarajevo to his Saudi hosts as well as 
some of the most important activities at 
university.

 The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia invests 
more than 20 % of its national budget in 

education every year. This also represents 
one of the largest percentage of allocated 
budgets for education in the world. The 
majority of these funds are spent for sci-
entific research, innovation and patents, 
while substantial funds are also allocated 
for scholarships for foreign students. 

IUS VIcE-rEcTor VISITED SaUDI arabIa
VISITS
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On October 28th, 2013, the International 
University of Sarajevo (IUS) was visited by the 
students of the Fifth Gymnasium in Sarajevo 
(Peta gimanzija). The group of students, led by 
the biology and chemistry teacher, Mrs. Aida 
Mehmedović, expressed their desire to visit 
the Research Center at IUS.

A warm welcome to students and the te-
acher was given by Assistant at the Genetics 
and Bioengineering of the Faculty of Enginee-
ring and Natural Sciences (FENS), Mr. Jasmin 
Šutković who introduced the students to basic 
information about the International Univer-
sity of Sarajevo. Assistant Šutković has also 
shown the laboratory to students and explai-
ned the system of education at IUS.

During their stay, the students have visi-
ted the faculty buildings and the student dor-
mitories as well. At the end of the visit, the 
students of the Fifth Gymnasium in Sarajevo 
and Professor Mehmedović expressed their 
thankfulness to University staff for the kind 
reception they received.

Çağrı Çankaya, a Designer on the Road, held a 
lecture in the amphitheater of the International 
University of Sarajevo, on October 30th, 2013. 
Mr. Çankaya is a former art director and 
graphic designer who visited 27 countries in 
the past three years. He shared his experience 
and specifics of his adventures with students 
present at his lecture. 

His work is exceptional due to the fact he 
does not spend money or use credit cards on 
his trips in order to survive. He is a living proof 
that a person can live from their own skills, 
because he travels thanks to his knowledge 
and experience.

During his lecture his message to the IUS 
students was: “I would recommend others not 
to wait for the things to happen alone, and 
immediately go for what you want to accom-
plish. For me it was like this, but, of course, 
not all dream to travel around the globe. 
Everybody should try to find a way to realize 
their dreams and realize them now, without 
losing any time”. 

Students of the fifth 
gymnasium of Sarajevo 
visited IUS

Çağrı Çankaya: “You  
should try to find the way 
to realize your dreams!”

VISITS

LEcTUrE

International Relations Office of IUS headed 
by Prof. Dr. mesut Idriz, Coordinator and his 
Assistant, Ms. Gülşen Devre are currently 
conducting many activities in the field of aca-
demics and students exchange from IUS with 
the other educational institutions in the world. 

One of their many activities is certainly the 
mevlana Exchange Programme, an edu-
cational program initiated by the Government 
of the Republic of Turkey which aims to cre-
ate possibilities for exchange of students and 
academic staff between the Turkish higher 
education institutions and other related insti-
tutions abroad.

IUS students had the opportunity to be a 
part of such an exchange program as well. 
There are currently eight IUS students gai-
ning quality education at prestigious Turkish 
universities, and also getting to know the 
culture and tradition of the Turkish city they 
are staying. 

Also, a Professor who had the opportunity 
to be a part of an exchange within the Me-
vlana Exchange Programme was Assist. Prof. 
Dr. Agim Mamuti, a member of the Faculty 
of Business and Administration at IUS. Dr. 
Mamuti taught the Principals of Economics 
and Financial Accounting to the students of 
the Faculty of Economics and Administrative 
Sciences at the Namik Kemal University, in 
September 2013.

A lecture entitled “Japan Experience in Pra-
ise of Print” by Dr. Taida Jasarevic was held 
on Tuesday, October 29, 2013, in the IUS 
main amphitheater. Dr. Taida Jasarević is a 
renowned artist who has been internationally 
awarded for many of her exhibitions. She ga-
ined her BA in printmaking at the Academy of 
Fine Arts Sarajevo, and her Master and PhD in 
Fine Arts at Joshibi University of Art and Desi-
gn, Kanagawa, Japan. 

During this interesting lecture, guests, IUS 
academicians and students had the opportu-
nity to listen and see the expos of a retrospec-
tive of Japanese graphic art. The event was 
attended by special guest HE Ambassador of 
Japan, Mr. Hideo Yamazaki and his wife Mrs. 
Satoko Yamazaki.

Prior to the beginning of the Dr. Jasarevic’s 
lecture, distinguished guests were welcomed 
by the Rector of the International University of 
Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu.

At the meeting were also present Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Lejla Miller from the Faculty of Engi-
neering and Natural Sciences and Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Metin Bosnak, a Professor in English Lan-
guage and Literature Program of the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences at IUS.

International relations 
office activities in the 
field of academic and 
Student Exchange

a lecture entitled “japan 
Experience in Praise of 
Print” held at IUS
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The IUS Chorus auditions took place with 
the joint effort of the International Univer-
sity of Sarajevo and the Sarajevo Yunus 
Emre Turkish Culture Center on November 
11-12, 2013. The auditions were held by 
the celebrated Bosnian singer Lejla Jusić 
and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Metin Boşnak, at the 
premises of the International University of 
Sarajevo and the Yunus Emre Turkish Cul-
ture Center Sarajevo.

Those who took part in the auditions 
performed in the branches of Turkish Folk 
Music, Turkish Classical Music, Turkish 
Pop Music, Sevdahlinka in voice, and the 
guitar, the nay, and the clavier instrument. 
With the completion of the auditions, IUS 
Chorus officially began its work. 

aUDITIon for IUS chorUS hELD, a grEaT InTErEST SEEn
EVEnTS

In cooperation with the CIA and ICC Club, the International Univer-
sity of Sarajevo organized an IUS Student Club promotion day on 
December 10, 2013. The aim of promoting student clubs and its 
organization is to promote the projects on which students work. 
At the same time, students were given the opportunity to present 
their work, clubs, and also emphasize the importance of the inter-
national dimension of the University and socialization of students 
through activities of their clubs. A total of 21 clubs presented 
their activities.

The Social, Cultural, Health and Sport Activities Department 
(SCHSA) led by young, motivated and dynamic people and hea-
ded by musa Köse who helped in the organization of this pro-
motion, offers programs that aim to develop literary, linguistic and 
other skills and talents of students, and to create a multi-cultural 
environment as well as to encourage initiatives and volunteerism 
among students. One of the activities of SCHSA is the coordi-
nation with student clubs as well as their promotion among IUS 
students and beyond. In this regard, each year Student clubs pro-
motion is organized at IUS. This year as well, all student clubs had 
their stands and opportunity to present the variety of programs 

and activities their clubs offer.
 The activities of the Clubs intertwine socially responsible pro-

jects, conferences, symposiums, activities related to arts, sports 
(basketball, football), international relations and projects in areas 
such as psychology . At the same time IUS supports and works on 
implementation of all the activities of the clubs.

furkan Özdil, President of the ICC team, emphasized that 
he considers it is a great fortune that students are able to work in 
clubs consisting of students from different cultures with a variety 
of experience, but also a place with a common goal - to lead and 
work on successful projects.

 The Rector of the International University of Sarajevo, Prof. 
Dr. Yücel Oğurlu accompanied by his Advisor, Assist. Prof. Dr. 
hasan Korkut visited all student clubs stands and congratulated 
them on their successful work.

 At the end of the day, a photo session for all participants and 
also mini musical concert was organized.

IUS STUDEnT cLUb PromoTIon Day
nEWS

Assistants at the Genetics and Bioengi-
neering program of the Faculty of Engi-
neering and Natural Sciences (FENS) at 
the International University of Sarajevo 
(IUS), Mr. Jasmin Šutković and Ms. Me-
risa Ćenanović-Fadda, represented IUS on 
the event titled: “Night of the Researchers 
2013” held on September 27th, 2013.

The event was held at the Wilsonovo 
Šetalište, where the assistants presented 
the work of IUS and the Genetics and Bio-
engineering Program of the FENS faculty. 
Through practical examples, Assistants 
Šutković and Ćenanović-Fadda showed 
that research is extremely important for 
the daily life, but also for the economic 
and social development of B&H. At the 
same time, the event was an opportu-
nity for discussion with visitors to provide 
answers to questions related to the study 
and study programs at IUS.

Visitors of the event “Night of the Re-
searchers in B&H 2013” had the oppor-
tunity to participate in interesting expe-
riments, quizzes and games, follow the 
stars in the sky, investigate crime scene 
with real inspectors, see unusual exhibits, 
talk with scientists and learn useful infor-
mation about the educational opportuniti-
es in the country and abroad. 

“The Researchers’ Night” was initia-
ted for the first time at the European level 
in 2005 under the FP6 program titled “Re-
searchers in Europe 2005”. The initiative, 
consisting of a one-day event that takes 

place simultaneously in 32 countries in 
Europe and in more than 200 cities. The 
project offers to public activities of edu-
cational and entertaining character, that 

allow visitors to complete their knowled-
ge about the researchers and explore 
themselves, while having good time, on 
the last Friday of the month of September.

IUS ParTIcIPaTED In “nIghT of ThE rESEarchErS”
nEWS

IUS is proud to announce that recently 
established research group Molecular 
Biomedicine (http://www.ius.edu.ba/GBE/
MolecularBiomedicine) within Genetics 
and Bioengineering program (GBE) at 
Faculty of Engineering and Natural Scien-
ces (FENS) received a generous donation 
from the International Center for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) 

Trieste, Italy, and a donation from the Uni-
versity Clinic Hamburg-Eppendorf, Ham-
burg, Germany. 
Donations include biological material con-
taining 26 immortalized cell lines together 
with plasmids with transgenic vectors. 
According to the current market valu-
es, the value of this donation is approx. 
18.000 EUR. 

This live biological material will serve for 
MSc and PhD research projects at De-
partment of Natural Sciences and it is 
supposed to generate a strong improve-
ment of scientific research, once the GBE 
laboratories get equipped. We use this 
opportunity to thank the members of the 
Molecular Biomedicine research group 
and their collaborators.

a VaLUabLE DonaTIon To moLEcULar  
bIomEDIcInE rESEarch groUP

nEWS
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The International University of Sarajevo (IUS) 
was a host to a conference titled “ Histori-
cal Bridges of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, on 
Thursday, November 21st, 2013. The con-
ference was organized with to preserve the 
cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
with special emphasis on the culture that the 
Ottoman Empire left behind.

At the opening of the conference a warm 
welcome to all guests of the conference was 
given by the Rector of the International Univer-
sity of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu. 

Distinguished speakers at the conference 
were Coordinator of the Turkish Agency for 
International Cooperation and Development 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina (TIKA), Dr. Zülküf 
oruç, the President of the Turkish World 
Writers and Artists Association (TÜRKSAV), 
Dr. yahya akengin, General Secretary of 
the Association of Engineers and Architects 
of Turkey (TDMMB), Dr. İlyas Demirci and 
a member of the Association of Writers and 
Intellectuals from the Balkans, Mr. osman 
baymak.

In their addresses to the audience, emi-
nent conference speakers have stated that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, with its cultural 
legacy, is considered as a very rich country, 
which in one of its historical phases of de-
velopment contributed to the development 
of the Ottoman architecture, but also to the 
development of the Turkish construction and 
architecture in general. 

Also, it is necessary to note that in recent 
period the Bosnian architectural heritage in 
many places throughout Bosnia are being 
renovated, thanks to the government of Repu-
blic of Turkey for launching numerous signi-
ficant projects of restoration, rebuilding and 
reconstruction of architecture monuments in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The conference was organized by Cases (Cul-
ture, Art, Sport, Education and Social) Student 
Club.

International University of Sarajevo mar-
ked the Tenth Anniversary of the Death of 
the First President of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Mr. Alija Izetbegović. On this occasi-
on, an academy and photo exhibition was 
held at the IUS on Wednesday, November 
6th, 2013. The Academy was attended 
by the members of the Izetbegović family, 
prominent figures from the public, political 
and social life of BiH, many distinguished 
guests from home and abroad, as well as 
students, professors and other employees 
of the IUS. The present members in the 
audience were addressed by: Dr. Halid 
Genjac, a member of the BiH Parliament, 
Mr. Adamir Jerković, former Chief Adviser 
of the President Izetbegović and Mr. Ze-
hrudin Isaković, author of biography of the 
late President Izetbegović.

In his welcoming speech, the Rector 
of the IUS, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu empha-
sized that the former President, was one 
of the most prominent political figures in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, a proven friend 
of the Republic of Turkey, and a true 
fighter for peace, who actively fought for 
the resolution of the conflict, and later for 

reconstruction and development of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

In the addresses of the distinguished 
speakers, Dr. Halid Genjac characterized 
the late President Izetbegović, as a man 
who was calm and poised, seen as a res-
pectable person by his compatriots, as 
well as the foreigners.

“The West respected him, and East 
loved him” said about the late President 
Izetbegović, Mr. Adamir Jerković , his lon-
gtime Advisor and collaborator.
 The author of biography of the first Pre-
sident of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. 
Zehrudin Isaković , talked about the cha-
racteristic of the late President Izetbego-
vić as well. In his speech he emphasized 
that he felt privileged in knowing the late 
President. He characterized the President 
Izetbegović as a great visionary, scholar 
and statesman, whose work has left an 
indelible mark in the recent history of BiH, 
and his life represents an inexhaustible 
source for research and guidance for ge-
nerations of young people.
 The Academy was also preceded by 
the photo exhibition on life and work of 

the President Izetbegović, artistic works 
which have been created at the First In-
ternational Art Colony titled “My Escape 
to Freedom “ which was held in Počitelj, 
in the period from October 8th to October 
14th,2013, all dedicated to the first Presi-
dent of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Alija 
Izetbegović.

The International University of Sarajevo or-
ganized a visiting lecture by Dr. rıdvan 
Şentürk, on Thursday, November 7th and 
Friday, November 8, 2013. 

The distinguished guest from Turkey gave 
a lecture titled “Before and after Cinema” 
to the students of the Visual Arts and Visual 
Communication Design Program at the Fa-
culty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASS). Du-
ring his lecture Professor Şentürk spoke about 
historical development of the cinematography 
as well as its social importance.

 “The social and cultural transformations 
are an important milestone in the society 
which we can always see in the movies. It is a 
social question of how we will understand the 
cinema, but it is even more challenging to try 
to find an answer to the question of what cau-
sed the changes showed in the movies. In the 
research study of the theater and the cinema, 
the most important thing is to keep a sense 
of admiration, because through the movies a 
different perspective is shown by examining 
the problematic areas, which are a big chall-
enge “ said Dr. Ridvan Şentürk in his address.

Dr. Rıdvan Şentürk is an Associate Profe-
ssor at the Istanbul Ticaret University and the 
Head of the Department of Visual Communi-
cation Design at the same University.

In cooperation with the publishing house 
Svjetlost Sarajevo, International University 
of Sarajevo published a three-langua-
ge pocket book on film glossary, titled 
“Comparative Film Glossary in Bosnian, 
English and Turkish”, edited by Dr. Lejla 
Panjeta.

The promotion of the book took place 
on Thursday, November 7th 2013, in the 
IUS Amphitheater. This book is a contribu-
tion to the theoretical study of the film and 
film terminology used in Bosnian, English 
and Turkish language, and thus repre-
sents the only trilingual edition of this kind.

This is the first dictionary about the film 
in Bosnian language with a brief review on 
the history of the film, and it is intended 
for students and film makers from all  
trilingual regions. The project of publishi-
ng the book was supported by the Istanbul 
Motion Films, Lok , Sarajevo Film Center 
and Federal Ministry of Science and Edu-
cation.

Promoters of the book were Prof. Dr. 
ridvan Şentürk , Prof. Dr. besim Spa-

hić and Bosnian award winning directors, 
Mr. Srđan vuletić and Mr. Adis Bakrač.
In Editorial Board of the glossary following 
members cooperated Tuba Boz, Zlata De-
lić, Secil Avunya, Bisera Ključanin, Maja 
Zećo, Rita Csapo Sweet, Nina Husarić, 
Nađa Berberović, Abdulhamid Bolat, Al-
masa Mulalić, Mahir Hasić, Muhammed 
Yasir Goz, and the preparation of the cover 
page design was completed by Mrs. Zinka 
Bejtić and Mea Kundurović.

In addition to the promoted glossary, 
other books were offered to the audience 
of the awarded author Dr. Lejla Panjeta 
as follows: “Industry Illusion”, “Film and 
Propaganda”, “Film Propaganda and 
Marketing”, Telenovelas , “The Works of 
Love”, whose sales profit is donated to 
the children without parental care in “Dom 
Bjelave”. From the introduction text of the 
editor: “Our goal was to collect usable 
vocabulary of the film and film technology 
in Bosnian language, whose terms mostly 
derive from the English language, and cla-

ssify them to its corresponding terms in 
English and Turkish language.

 Most of the confusion in the termi-
nology of the film occurs in translation. 
The middle shot in Bosnian language is 
not translated as a medium shot, but as 
a long shot, while the medium shot in En-
glish actually means our middle shot. The 
term cinematography is used for film pho-
tography, while the main term cinema-
tography is translated as cinema. These 
are some of the examples for motivation 
to work on this project, but they also urge 
the necessity of involving academicians in 
addressing these issues in the field of the 
film making.

Given the fact that these are the basic, 
concise terms for the beginners’ level of 
practicing the film studies, this paperback 
glossary explains the used vocabulary and 
is intended for a wider audience from all 
three speaking regions, as well as for tho-
se who are professionally involved in the 
film making”.

The International University of Sarajevo was visited by the delega-
tes of the Cattle Breeders Association from the Republic of Tur-
key, the President of CBA Mr. cemalettin Özden, the Secretary 
General of the Alliance, Dr. Hüseyin velioğlu and their 10 asso-
ciates, in the period from September 2  to September 7, 2013.

The five-day visit of the distinguished delegation in the agri-
cultural field was to exchange experience between the competent 
authorities of the Republic of Turkey and Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
the area of   livestock, especially catlle industry, and the establis-
hment of continuous scientific and technical cooperation in the 
above agricultural branches in all its areas. 

 During their stay in B&H, the Turkish delegation met with 
many B&H agricultural experts, and discussions were held on 
the theme of: breeding, selection, breed zones, Veterinary and 
processing, as well as on other scientific and technical aspects 
of the catlle industry. 

 Turkish experts visited historical, cultural and touristic sites 
as well as other places in Sarajevo on their first day of stay in 
B&H. The second and third day were organized and followed by 
various activities including organized visits and occasional mee-
tings held with the representatives of the Turkish delegation at 
the Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in B&H and Turkish Coo-
peration and Coordination Agency ( TIKA ). On the same day the 
visit to the Federal Institute for Agriculture in Sarajevo (Butmir, 

Ilidža), were carried out as well as the visit to MILKOS dairy. The 
contacts with representatives of the agricultural associations, in-
dividual breeders of cattle and goats, as well as other relevant 
state institutions were also realized. 

 At the end of the visit, the distinguished members of the 
Turkish delegation had an initial meeting organized by the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo on the topic: Cross-border coope-
ration between the Republic of Turkey and Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
the field of agriculture, which in addition to representatives of the 
Cattle Breeders Association from the Republic of Turkey was also 
attended by Dr. Sejad mačkić, director of Food Safety, Mr. Amir 
Šakić, the director of the Agency for Halal Quality Certification, 
Mr. Enes Ališković, the director of the Foreign Trade Chamber of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Almir Mukača, the representative of 
BIGMEV in B&H, Ms. Nina Pobrić, the representative of FIPA, Dr. 
Džubur Ahmed, the rector of the Agro-Mediterranean faculty of 
the University of Džemal Bijedić from Mostar , Dr. Nezir Tanović 
with the same name faculty , Prof. Dr. Vedad Šakić, the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine of the University of Sarajevo , Mr. Dubravko 
Pocrnja , advisor of the Federal Agro-Mediterranean Institute in 
Mostar, Mr. Dževad Kovač, the owner of the farm ‘’EKO KOZA’’, 
representatives of the Cantonal Administration for Inspection in 
KS, and representatives of other institutions.

“comParaTIVE fILm gLoSSary In boSnIan,  
EngLISh anD TUrKISh” PUbLIShED by IUS

ThE VISIT of ThE caTTLE brEEDErS aSSocIaTIon 
from ThE rEPUbLIc of TUrKEy aT IUS

“historical bridges of 
bosnia and herzegovina“

10Th AnnIverSArY Of tHe DeAtH Of AlIJA IzetBeGOvIć
Prof. Dr. rıdvan Şentürk 
gave a lecture at IUS VISIT

booK PromoTIonconfErEncE

mEmory

LEcTUrE

On Friday September 13, 2013, Delegation of 
the National University of Science and Tech-
nology (NUST), Islamabad, Pakistan visited 
the International University of Sarajevo (IUS). 
The delegation was led by Rector, Engr. Mu-
hammad Asghar and Ambassador of Pakistan 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, H.E. Syed Khalid 
Amir Jaffery. 

The delegation was welcomed by IUS 
Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, the Dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering and Natural Sciences 
at IUS (FENS), Prof. dr. Fehim Findik, Advisor 
to the Rector of IUS, Assist. Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Korkut and Professors from Genetics and Bio-
engineering program at IUS, Prof. Dr. Abdul 
Razaque Memon and Assist. Prof. Dr. Moha-
med Ragab Abdel Gawwad. 

The Pakistani delegation gave a brief 
presentation about NUST activities and then 
visited the teaching and research facilities of 
IUS. Memorandum of Understanding between 
the two universities was signed by both Rec-
tors and it was decided that universities will 
take actions to establish cooperation among 
student and academic staff exchange, as well 
as joint research projects.

Representatives of the Association of Indepen-
dent Industrialists in Turkey (MUSIAD) and the 
Representatives of the Foundation for the De-
velopment of Relations with Bosnia and Her-
zegovina (BIGMEV) visited the IUS, on Monday, 
September 23, 2013.

The distinguished guests were welcomed 
by IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, adviser 
to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut 
and the newly elected Dean of the Faculty of 
Business and Administration (FBA), Prof. Dr. 
Recai Aydin. Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu informed 
the guests about the current work of the In-
ternational University of Sarajevo, its principles 
and continuous improvement of the teaching 
quality as well as speed of service to students 
and business partners .

Prof. Hasan Korkut presented the work of 
IUS and spoke about the structure of its stu-
dents and professors, as well as instructional 
capacities and future plans of IUS. The aim of 
the visit of the MUSAID delegation was to get 
to know and become closer to the work and 
activities of the IUS. During the meeting, both 
sides agreed to work together on projects that 
will benefit students, with special emphasis on 
the common organization of conferences and 
symposiums.

The members of the MUSAID delegation 
who came to visit are the President of the MU-
SIAD organization, Mr. Nail Olpak, the Mem-
ber of the Managing Board of MUSIAD, Mr. 
N. Alper Esen , Vice Presidents of MUSIAD, 
Mr. Eyup Akbal , Mr. Abdurrahman Kaan and 
Mr.Kemal Yamankaradeniz, as well as Coor-
dinator for International Projects, Mrs. Şeyma 
Eraz. The BIGMEV delegation was headed by 
the President, Mr. Muzzafer CILEK and Project 
Manager for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dr. Se-
lmo Cikotić.

The BIGMEV Foundation was established 
with a vision to strengthen the existing rela-
tions between the Republic of Turkey and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina that primarily seeks 
to promote business opportunities in B&H for 
Turkish businessmen.

Delegation of the national 
University of Science and 
Technology from Pakistan 
visited IUS

mUSIaD and bIgmEV 
visited IUS

VISITS

VISITS

The international conference called “The Third International 
Balkan Annual Conference 2013-Bosnia and Herzegovina: In 
Common History and Multicultural Atmosphere of the Balkans” 
began on October 10, 2013, at Hotel Holiday Inn. The Conference 
was organized in cooperation with the Istanbul University, Interna-
tional University of Sarajevo (IUS) and the University of Sarajevo, 
and lasted until Saturday, October 12, 2013.

At the opening program of the Conference, the first speech 
was given by the President of the Organizing Committee of the 
Third International Balkan Conference, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Yeşil, who 
stressed the importance of this Conference for the region.

On behalf of the organizers of the conference, the Rector of 
the International University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu 
welcomed all the participants and emphasized that the aim of 
the conference was to bring experts who study various aspects 

of the Balkan countries together, and expand cooperation and 
interaction among them. The speakers at the opening of the con-
ference were also the Rector of the University of Sarajevo, Prof. 
Dr. Muharem Avdispahić and the Rector of the Istanbul University, 
Prof. Dr. Yunus Söylet. The guests of honor were the Chairman of 
the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Željko Komšić and 
the President of the Council for Higher Education of the Republic 
of Turkey (YOK), Prof. Dr. Gökhan Çetinsaya.

The three-day conference on the Balkans gathered exper-
ts who explore various aspects of the Balkans and the need to 
expand cooperation and interaction among them as well as to 
establish space for discussion in the region from different per-
spectives. The first IBAC Conference was held in Skopje, Ma-
cedonia in 2011, and the second IBAC Conference was held in 
Tirana, Albania in 2012.

InTErnaTIonaL baLKan annUaL confErEncE 2013
EVEnTS
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On September 25th, 2013, at the Internati-
onal University of Sarajevo (IUS) a workshop 
on the subject of the functioning of the local 
governments was presented by the represen-
tatives of the local government of the Republic 
of Turkey who shared they experiences.

At the workshop IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. 
Yücel Oğurlu, gave his opening speech and 
welcomed the guests. During the workshop, 
structural characteristics of the local admini-
strations in Turkey were presented, as well as 
the general structure of the local governments 
and the system of its local communities in 
Turkey. 

The workshop was organized by IUS, 
Hacettepe University and the Confederation 
of the Local Governments of the Republic of 
Turkey with the support of the Turkish Post. 

The workshop was attended by the Ge-
neral Director for Local Governments at the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of 
Turkey, Dr. Ilker Gündüzöz, the professor at 
the Hacettepe University, Asst. Prof. Dr. Kemal 
Oktem and Professor from the Turkish Gazi 
University, Prof. Dr. Kemal Gormez.

During the conference, in the IUS lobby, 
an exhibition of the historical post stamps of 
the Republic of Turkey were presented as well.

Former Minister of Interior Affairs of the Repu-
blic of Turkey and a member of the Parliament 
of the Republic of Turkey, Mr. abdulkadir 
aksu visited the Rectorate of the Internatio-
nal University of Sarajevo today, on October 
18, 2013. Former Minister of Interior Affairs 
of the Republic of Turkey and a member of 
the Parliament of the Republic of Turkey, Mr. 
Abdulkadir Aksu visited the Rectorate of the 
International University of Sarajevo today, on 
October 18, 2013. 

The distinguished guest was welcomed 
by the Rector of the International University 
of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, Adviser 
to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut, 
Vice-Rector for International Cooperation and 
Research at IUS, Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhamed 
Hadžiabdić and Senior Assistant at the Faculty 
of Engineering and Natural Sciences (FENS), 
M.Sc. mehmet akif yaman.

Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu informed the guest 
about the work of the International University 
of Sarajevo, its principles of continues impro-
ving of the teaching quality and services that 
IUS offers to its students and business par-
tners. Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut presented 
the work of the University to Mr. Aksu as well, 
and introduced the guest to the structure of 
students and professors, its instructional ca-
pacities and future plans of IUS.

Mr. Abdulkadir Aksu said that he was ple-
ased with the visit and congratulated the hosts 
on their successes and support they provide in 
being a bridge between Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and the Republic of Turkey. As token of 
appreciation for the visit of the former Minister 
of Interior Affairs of the Republic of Turkey and 
a member of the Parliament of the Republic of 
Turkey, Mr. Abdulkadir Aksu, the Rector of the 
International University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. 
Yücel Oğurlu presented a gift to the distingu-
ished guest.

Prof. Dr. Wan mohd nor Wan Daud, 
the Founder and Director of the Center for 
Advanced Studies on Islam, Science and 
Civilization (CASIS), University Techno-
logy Malaysia (UTM), visited IUS on Wed-
nesday, October 9th, 2013.

The Rector of IUS, Prof. Dr. Yücel 
Oğurlu welcomed Dr. Wan in his office. 
The Coordinator of the International Re-
lations Office, Prof. Dr. Mesut Idriz, Ad-
visor to the Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Korkut and Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Çaksu were 
present at the meeting as well. During 
the meeting, various institutional and 
academic issues were discussed; both 
Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu and Prof. Dr. Wan 
agreed that among the first collaborations 
between IUS and CASIS should be the le-
adership and establishment of leadership 
programme and training.

After the meeting, Prof. Dr. Wan deli-
vered a lecture on “The Global Challenges 
of Diversity on the Philosophical Founda-
tions of Higher Education”. Students and 

academic staff of IUS as well as guests 
from other institutions from Sarajevo 
were present. This conference was as the 
follow up of the MoU signed earlier this 
year between IUS and CASIS/UTM. Later, 
on behalf of IUS, Prof. Dr. Metin Toprak 
presented a gift of appreciation to Prof. Dr. 
Wan Mohd Nor. 

Representing IUS, a short interview 
between Prof. Dr. Mesut Idriz as IRO Co-
ordinator and Prof. Dr. Wan Mohd Nor 
was conducted. In response to a question 
on MoUs between Bosnian and Malaysian 
higher educational institutions on future 
plans and cooperation, Prof. Dr. Wan said 
“culturally Malaysia and Bosnia are multi-
cultural societies. So, at the cultural and so-
cio-political level there are various areas of 
cooperation that we can do. In terms of na-
tional integrity, multiculturalism, and even 
in technological part and economic growth, 
as in Malaysian experience, it took years 
of climbing from one point to another. We 
can do many conferences, workshops, and 

emphasize it in tourism industry. Briefly, I 
think our cooperation could be further de-
veloped.” Since CASIS/UTM and IUS have 
signed MoU earlier this year, what are the 
areas of focus between the two institutions, 
Prof. Dr. Wan replied: “First, of course, we 
can train young leaders on the Balkans and 
the Global issues. Secondly, we can study 
about the integrity, historical and religious 
issues. In this context, we can teach Ma-
laysian experience, in terms of religious 
and cultural connections of Malaysia with 
the rest of the world. In addition, Muslims 
in the world and in non-Muslim countri-
es need to be respected.” Regarding the 
question on how IUS can be further inter-
nationalized, Prof. Dr. Wan’s opinion was 
that: “by definition, there should be more 
international students and academic staff. 
Since this is a Bosnian-Turkish university, 
cooperates must be Bosnian and Turkish; 
but there must be a significant percentage 
of internationals as well.” 

Prof. Dr. Wan mohD nor Wan DaUD VISITED IUS

Workshop on the Local 
government

mr. abdulkadir aksu 
visited IUS

VISIT

nEWS

VISIT

The Swedish Council for Higher Education and 
the government agency in Sweden organized 
a two-day joint seminar in Sarajevo on Octo-
ber 7 and 8 of 2013, in cooperation with the 
National Tempus Office and higher education 
institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The purpose of the seminar was to faci-
litate the creation of new contacts between 
scholars and staff of higher education institu-
tions in Sweden and the Western Balkans, in 
order to create partnerships and new projects 
within the future Erasmus+ program and the 
Swedish-funded program Linnaeus-Palme.

At the seminar, the representatives of the 
International University of Sarajevo participa-
ted together with the representatives from 
other Universities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Sweden, Serbia and Montenegro. 

On the second day of the seminar, on 
Tuesday, October 8th, 2013, a part of the 
participants of the seminar visited the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo. The delegati-
on included representatives of the following 
universities and institutions: Swedish Council 
for Higher Education, Blekinge Institute of 
Technology, Högskolan and Jönköping, KTH 
Royal Institute of Technology, Linköping Uni-
versity, Luleå University of Technology, Lund 
University, Mälardalen University, Stockholm 
University and Umeå University. 

In addition to Swedish representatives, 
the delegation included representatives of 
Universities from Serbia and Montenegro, the 
University of Donja Gorica and the College of 
Business Education in Blace. The aim of their 
visit was to get acquainted with the educati-
onal facilities of IUS, meet with the program 
coordinators and talk with the representatives 
of management at IUS, about the possibilities 
of future joint collaboration. The Vice Rector of 
the International University of Sarajevo, Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Muhamed Hadžiabdić, Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Jasminka Hasić-Telalović and other program 
coordinators of the IUS faculties wished a 
warm welcome to distinguished guests.

The representatives of the Agency for Super-
vision of Banks in Turkey and members of the 
Board of Directors, Mr. mustafa Akın, and 
Mr. Erol Bektaş as well as the Vice President 
of the Agency, Mr. murat Türker visited the 
International University of Sarajevo (IUS), on 
Thursday, September 26th, 2013

The Director of the Turkish Ziraat Bank in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Ali Riza Akbaş 
attended the meeting as well. Distinguished 
guests were welcomed by the Rector of the 
International University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. 
Yücel Oğurlu, Adviser to IUS Rector, Asst. Prof. 
Dr. Hasan Korkut, the Coordinator for Interna-
tional Relations at IUS, Prof. Dr. Mesut Idris 
and Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Çaksu, from the Faculty 
of Arts and Social Sciences at IUS. During the 
meeting, Rector Oğurlu informed the guests 
about the current educational capacities and 
plans of IUS as well as of its structure of stu-
dents and professors.

Representatives of the supervision of banks 
in Turkey have expressed satisfaction with the 
progress of construction of the campus of the 
International University of Sarajevo and wished 
every success in the future work of IUS.

The President of the Turkish Higher Edu-
cation Institution (YÖK), Prof. Dr. gökhan 
Çetinsaya, along with his associates and 
representatives of the Istanbul University 
visited the International University of Sara-
jevo (IUS), on Friday, October 11th, 2013.

The distinguished guests were welco-
med by the Rector of the International Uni-
versity of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu 
and other representatives of IUS. At the 
beginning of the meeting, Rector Oğurlu 

informed the guests about the current 
educational facilities, set goals and plans 
of IUS and the structure of professors and 
students, as well as future activities in the 
field of recognition and promotion of IUS 
in the world.

 During the meeting, Rector Oğurlu 
specifically talked about the possibility 
of closer cooperation in various projects 
with the Turkish Higher Education Insti-
tution (YŐK), and they have talked about 

the previous works of IUS as well, where 
the rector of IUS, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu 
introduced the guests to possibilities ava-
ilable to B&H students and to academic 
community as a whole. 

The visit of the Delegation of the 
Board of the Turkish Higher Education 
Institution aims to improve the coope-
ration between the educational instituti-
ons in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the 
Republic of Turkey. 

ThE PrESIDEnT of ThE TUrKISh hIghEr 
EDUcaTIon InSTITUTIon (yÖK) aT IUS

representatives of the 
Swedish Universities 
visited IUS

The representatives of 
the Supervision of banks 
in Turkey visited IUS

VIP VISIT
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On Friday, November 22, 2013, the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo (IUS ) was 
visited by the Rector of the İzmir Kâtip Çe-
lebi University, Prof. Dr. Galip Akhan, Vice-
Rector Prof. Dr. Tancan Uysal, and Prof. 
Dr. Turan Gökçe the Dean of the Faculty 
of Humanities and Social Sciences at the 
same university.

The distinguished guests were welco-
med by IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu 
and his Advisor, Assist. Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Korkut. The main reason of the visit of our 
guests from Turkey was signing Mevlana 
protocol on cooperation between the In-
ternational University of Sarajevo and the 
İzmir Kâtip Çelebi University. At the be-

ginning of the meeting Rector Oğurlu in-
formed the guests about the current edu-
cational capacities and future plans of IUS, 
presented the curricula and structure of 
students and professors, and he especi-
ally emphasized the fact that the teaching 
process at this higher education institution 
is conducted in English language. 

Mevlana protocol on cooperation is 
signed by Prof. Dr. Galip Akhan, the Rec-
tor of the İzmir Kâtip Çelebi University and 
Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, the Rector of the 
International University of Sarajevo. 

By signing the protocol partners have 
committed themselves to work on a joint 
cooperation related to cooperation in the 

research and implementation of internati-
onal projects, organization of professional 
seminars and workshops, exchange of 
scientific, technical and educational staff 
and other associates, exchange of sci-
entific and professional experiences and 
achievements, exchange of undergradu-
ate, graduate and doctoral students, and 
exchange of publications and literature. 
Mevlana is a program of exchange of 
students and academic staff between the 
Turkish Higher Education Institutions and 
other higher education institutions in the 
world. At the end of their visit, guests from 
Izmir and their hosts visited all buildings 
within IUS campus.

cooPEraTIon WITh IZmIr KâTIP ÇELEbI UnIVErSITy

With the aim to improve the cooperation 
and exchange of knowledge in the field of 
education, the International University of 
Sarajevo was visited by the Rector of the 
Istanbul Commerce University in Turkey, 
Prof. Dr. Nazim Ekren, on Wednesday, 
September 18th, 2013.

The reason for the visit of the distingu-
ished Rector is the agreement on signing 
the memorandum of Understanding 
and the Protocol on International Educa-
tional Cooperation between the Internatio-
nal University of Sarajevo and the Istanbul 
Commerce University in Turkey.

By signing the Memorandum and 
Protocol on Cooperation, these two uni-
versities have obligated themselves to join 
strength in initializing projects and closely 
cooperate in research and implementati-
on of international projects, organization 
of professional seminars and workshops, 
exchange of scientific, technical and edu-
cational staff and other associates, the 
exchange of scientific and professional 

experiences and achievements, exchange 
of undergraduate, graduate and doctoral 
students, and exchange of publications 
and literature. On behalf of the Istanbul 
Commerce University the documents 
were signed by, Prof. Dr. Nazim Ekren and 
on behalf of the International University 

of Sarajevo, IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel 
Oğurlu. The signed documents are of great 
importance for IUS, especially in the field 
of international exchange of students and 
staff, as well as for academic, cultural and 
scientific cooperation of IUS with respecta-
ble educational institutions in Turkey. 

cooPEraTIon WITh ThE ISTanbUL commErcE  
UnIVErSITy In TUrKEy
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Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, Rector of the Internati-
onal University of Sarajevo (IUS), accompanied 
by Assist. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut and Deputy 
to Secretary General, Jahja Imamovic visited 
Mr. Zekerijah Osmic, Minister of Defense of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina on November 14 
2013. 

Minister Osmic expressed particular sa-
tisfaction with the visit of the representatives 
of this higher education institution, especially 
praising its contemporary academic achieve-
ments and the quality of education that this 
institution provides to the students who study 
in Sarajevo. 

Using the occasion, Minister Osmić also 
expressed his gratitude to the Republic of Tur-
key, a friendly country, for all that they are do-
ing for the Ministry of Defense and the Armed 
Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

IUS Rector thanked Minister Osmić for the 
support that he was given, at the beginning of 
his term at International University of Sarajevo. 

During the meeting possibilities for future 
co-operation between the Ministry of Defense 
and the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and the International University of Saraje-
vo have been discussed as well, especially in 
the field of learning or improving the language 
skills of those willing to learn Turkish or En-
glish language.

The Head of the Institute for Hygienic Moni-
toring of Food and Environmental Protection 
at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the 
University of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Faruk Čaklo-
vica visited the Rectorate of the International 
University of Sarajevo, and his associates, on 
Friday, November 22nd, 2013.

The distinguished guests were welcomed 
by the Rector of the International University of 
Sarajevo (IUS) Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, Advisor 
to Rector Asst. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut, the 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Na-
tural Sciences (FENS) Prof. Dr. Fehim Findik 
as well as Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Jahja 
Imamović. Assist. Prof. Dr. Mirza Suljagić and 
Asstis. Prof. Dr. Daria Ler from the Genetics 
and Bioengineering Program of the FENS fa-
culty were also present at this meeting. 

IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu intro-
duced to the distinguished guests all study 
programs of the Faculty of Engineering and 
Natural Sciences with special emphasis on 
study program of Genetics and Bioengi-
neering. In his address Rector Oğurlu also 
expressed his satisfaction with the work and 
activities of the current team working at the 
IUS Research Center. 

During the meeting, current and future 
forms of cooperation between two educational 
institutions, based on existing agreement have 
been discussed as well.

Minela Ahmić student of the International 
Relations Program of the Faculty of Busi-
ness and Administration at IUS, was elec-
ted as Councilor of the Municipal Council 
of the Visoko City, for a term of four years 
on November 7th, 2012.

Since that moment until now, this stu-
dent has had an active political engage-
ment with special focus on socio-econo-
mic and social development of the Visoko 
Municipality. Besides her presence in the 
regular meetings of the Council of the 
Municipality, Minela Ahmić is constantly 
engaged in creating business cooperation 
and networks with other young people in 
BH cities, primarily in the social, cultural, 
sports and other areas of the local and 
regional life.

Specifically, as the youngest member 
in the Municipality Council Minela Ahmić’s 
primarily activities are focusing on resol-
ving the problems, needs, demands and 
interests of young people. Having in mind 
the fact that the rights and responsibilities 
of young people are realized and imple-
mented at present in the most appropriate 

manner through institutional organized 
care for the young people and their parti-
cipation in all decision-making levels, Mi-
nela Ahmić raised the issue of regulations 
that concerning the position in society and 
actions of young people of Visoko which 
is fully compatible with the goals, but also 
with other provisions of the Federal Law 
on Youth in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

To begin with those activities it is nece-
ssary to achieve good communication with 
young people, their associations, and rele-
vant institutions in order to ultimately realize 
the goal of these activities by engaging and 
strengthening the participation and role of 
the young people in the Municipalities. Re-
lated to this task, a few months ago Ms. 
Ahmić visited the Association of Students 
in Cazin which resulted in creating the con-
structive inter-municipal cooperation.

During her tenure, Ms. Ahmić is very 
active in the affairs of international youth 
cooperation, which is concretized with 
some of the Turkish Municipalities. Related 
to this, it is important to mention that Ms. 
Ahmić is fluent in English and Turkish, and 

her ties with the Republic of Turkey, which 
she made during her education at IUS, are 
used to establish cooperation concerning 
the youth and ensure a wider support that 
should be given to them.

PoLITIcaL acTIVITIES of an IUS STUDEnT
IUS rector visited the  
minister of Defense of b&h

Delegation of UnSa  
visited IUS

oUr STUDEnT

STUDEnT acTIVITIES

VISIT

VISITS

The International Symposium of Imam Hatip 
High Schools was held at Yıldız Technical 
University’s Davutpaşa Campus on the 100th 
year of their foundation on 23 and 24 of No-
vember. The Symposium was organized by 
Onder, İlim Yayma Cemiyeti, İlim Yayma Vakfı, 
Ensar Vakfı, TÜRGEV and DEM (Center for 
Values Education) and sponsored by Istanbul 
Municipality.

Despite the fact that symposium was 
attended by many scholars and academici-
ans from various countries in the world this 
event attracted the interest of the media due 
to presence of Dr. Esra Albayrak daughter of 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayip Erdoğan. 
Along with several ministers and politicians, 
Dr. Esra Albayrak was a member of the orga-
nizing committee.

IUS Academics; Prof. Dr. Mesut İdriz, 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Mirsad Karic, Assist. Prof. 
Dr. Hasan Korkut and Assist. Prof. Dr. Ahmet 
Alibasic presented their works on this impor-
tant event. Prof. Dr. Mesut İdriz presented the 
paper entitled ‘The Situation of Madrasah’s 
in Macedonia after Ottoman Empire and Re-
ligious Education’ on the first day of sympo-
sium. The next day, a special session about 
the history and current situation on Islamic 
Education in Bosnia and Herzegovina was 
held. Attendees at this session were Assist. 
Prof. Dr. Hasan with his paper titled ‘Religious 
Education in BiH and Madrasahs’, followed by 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Mirsad Karic presenting the 
Gazi Husrev Bey Madrasah as a Founder of 
Bosnian Identity and Spirit for the Centuries’, 
than Dr. Nedzad Grabus, Mufti of Slovenya, 
with the paper entitled ‘The Functional De-
velopment and Program of Madrasahs: For-
mation of Islamic Secondary Schools in BiH 
durint the 20th Century’. The last presenter 
in this session was a former IUS part-time 
lecturer Assist. Prof. Dr. Ahmet Alibasic who 
presented his work ‘Islamic Education in State 
Schools in BiH’.

This session about ‘Islamic Education in 
BiH’ mainly presented by IUS professors and 
draw attention and a huge interest of many 
Turkish and international guests.

It is worth noting that all presentations 
were especially supported by Turkish IUS 
graduates who wanted to show their sincere 
feelings and appreciation to their former pro-
fessors.

Symposium of Imam 
hatip high Schools
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Students of the International University of 
Sarajevo (IUS) visited the Clinical Center 
of the University of Sarajevo ( KCUS ) on 
Wednesday, November 13th, 2013.

A group of students was led by Aida 
Hodžić, an expert in practice, lecturer 
on course Management of Information 
Systems at the Faculty of Business and 
Administration at IUS. Students have 
expressed their wish to get acquainted 
with the ERP SAP systems and modules 
that the system provides.

Since ERP systems are present only 
in large companies and institutions in BiH, 
KCUS was chosen because of its diversity 
of sectors and activities of this institutions.
IUS students were welcomed by em-
ployees of the IT sector (SAP), employees 
from the payment collection office, em-
ployees of the ER building-DIP (diagno-
stics, clinic and file keeping unit), as well 
as others who were glad to introduce 
the SAP operation system to students. 
Students had the opportunity to see im-
plementation of SAP system and also or-
ganization of the working processes at the 
Clinical Center of the University of Sarajevo.

Employees of the KCUS demonstrated 
the work of SAP system to students and 
clarified input / output of data. In this way, 
the students had the opportunity to test 
their theoretical knowledge in a practical 
environment. This kind of practice helps 
the students to independently investigate 
and develop competency in collaboration 
and communication with others in the bu-
siness world.

At the end of the visit IUS students and 
Aida Hodžić thanked the KCUS employees 
for a very warm welcome and their intro-
duction of the system that enables effici-
ent business operations.

IUS STUDEnTS VISITED ThE cLInIcaL cEnTEr 

For the first time, this year, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was host to the 21 Balkan 
Olympiad in Informatics (BOI) organized at 
the International University of Sarajevo in 
the period from September 7 to Septem-
ber 14, 2013 

The Olympics involved representa-
tives from 13 countries in the region, all 
Balkan countries, except for Albania, as 
well as guests from Tajikistan, Slovenia 
and Croatia and participants competed in 
algorithmic problem solving, with default 
problems solved using the programming 
language of their choice. All solutions of 
participants were tested afterwards. 

“This is the greatest concentration of 
talent and knowledge in computer sci-
ence for high school students. Students 
compete for prestige, because the one 
who wins a medal in this competition, 
has open doors to world’s best universi-
ties. The competition is not of qualifying 
character, and participants have won gold 
and silver medals at the World Olympiad 
in Informatics” said Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ha-
ris Gavranović, the Chairman of the Or-
ganizational Committee of the Balkan 
Olympiad in Informatics, adding that the 
assessments were transparent, because 
they were tested by the computer.

The Rector of the International Uni-
versity of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu 
welcomed the students who stayed at the 
University in the next few days and com-

peted in the Olympics, saying that young 
people are the driving force and the po-
tential needed for the world and the so-
ciety. Rector Oğurlu said that keeping in 
mind that we live in a world where all of 
society is quite dependent on information 
technology, he was glad to see so many 
bright and smart people gathered at IUS 
today.

Deputy Mayor of the City of Saraje-
vo, Dr. Ranko Čović said in his speech 
that the City of Sarajevo wholeheartedly 
supported this event, and that this was 
a great opportunity for the students from 

B&H, but also for countries in the region to 
show their talents and preferences and to 
get together. 

In the opening ceremony of the Bal-
kan Olympiad in Informatics, a cultural 
program was organized during which 
the Folklore group “KUD Baščaršija” per-
formed and soloists Mirza Selimović and 
Lamija Kadić.

At the Balkan Olympiad in Informatics 
the participating teams were made of four 
students, while the team from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as host of the competition, 
was represented by eight students.

ThE 21ST baLKan oLymPIaD In InformaTIcS aT IUS
comPETITIon

The Tajikistan team 

Rector of the International University of 
Sarajevo Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, visited 
Mr. Bakir Izetbegovic, a Member of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr. Bakir Izetbegović a member of 
the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, hosted the meeting with Prof. Dr. 
Yücel Oğurlu, Rector of the International 
University of Sarajevo (IUS) and his advisor 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut on Friday, 

November 10th, 2013. 
During the meeting Rector Oğurlu 

informed his host Mr. Izetbegović on 
current teaching activities and future 
plans of IUS as well of academic and 
student’s structure at university. Rec-
tor Oğurlu also pointed out that the IUS 
has built and completed a large part 
of the major project University cam-
pus in the area of Ilidza. In the further 

course of the conversation, Mr. Bakir 
Izetbegović expressed his support to 
the efforts of IUS in expanding its in-
ternational dimension to the world and 
said that it is a great achievement to 
have students from 33 different coun-
tries studying at IUS. At the end of the 
meeting IUS delegation gave a present 
to the member of the Presidency of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina.

IUS reCtOr PrOf. Dr. YüCel OğUrlU  
VISITED mr. baKIr IZETbEgoVIc

VISIT

our visit was marked by a very friendly atmosphere

On Friday, 13 September 2013, the 21 Balkan 
Olympiad in Informatics (BOI) for high-school 
students finished. The Olympiad was organi-
sed by Association of Informatics Olympiad in 
BH in cooperation with International University 
of Sarajevo (IUS), sponsored by the City of 
Sarajevo. BOI has been held every year sin-
ce 1993, BH being its host for the first time. 
Apart from participants from BH, the best high 
school students in informatics from Bulgaria, 
Greece, Cyprus, Macedonia, Moldavia, Roma-
nia, Serbia, Monte Negro, Croatia, Turkey and 
Tajikistan also took part.
Hristo Venev from Bulgaria had the best re-
sult at the competition, scoring maximum 600 
points. Other gold medal winners are: Rares 
Buhai (Romania), Encho Mishinev (Bulgaria), 
Ivan Stošić (Serbia), Marko Stanković (Serbia) 
and Yusuf Hakan Kalayci (Turkey).

The balkan olympiad in 
Informatics finished

WInnErS
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Newly appointed director of the Turkish Cultu-
ral Center Yunus Emre, Ms. rabia bozkurt 
visited the International University of Sarajevo 
(IUS) on Friday September 13th, 2013.

The distinguished guest was welcomed by 
IUS Rector, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu who briefly 
introduced her to activities of the Internatio-
nal University of Sarajevo. The meeting was 
attended by Advisor to Rector, Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Hasan Korkut and the Director of the English 
Language School at IUS, Ms. Hilal Karić. 

This visit was an opportunity to discuss 
joint projects that were realized so far with 
the Yunus Emre Cultural Center. At the end 
of the visit, Rector Oğurlu and Director Bozkurt 
wished the best of luck in current work and 
success in all future projects, stressing that 
IUS has always been seen as their friendly 
institution.

A member of the Advisory Board of the Sta-
te of Kuwait and the former Minister of Waqf 
and Islamic Affairs of Kuwait, Mr. jamal 
ahmad al-Shihab visited the International 
University of Sarajevo (IUS), on Friday, Sep-
tember 27, 2013.

The distinguished guest was welcomed 
by the Rector of the International University 
of Sarajevo, Prof. Dr. Yücel Oğurlu, Adviser 
to IUS Rector, Asst Prof. Dr. Hasan Korkut, 
and Coordinator of the Office for Internatio-
nal Relations at IUS, Prof. Mesut Idriz. At the 
beginning of the meeting, Rector Oğurlu in-
formed the guest about the current educa-
tional facilities, set goals and plans of IUS, 
the structure of professors and students, as 
well as future activities in the field of re-
cognition and promotion of the International 
University of Sarajevo in the world.

During the meeting, Rector Oğurlu 
specifically talked about the possibility of 
closer cooperation in various projects with 
the educational institutions of the State of 
Kuwait in the field of social, technological 
and engineering sciences, as well as arrival 
and exchange of students from these coun-
tries for their studies at IUS. 

The possibility of cooperation betwe-
en the International University of Sarajevo 
with educational institutions in Kuwait is an 
opportunity to which special attention sho-
uld be given, and an appropriate way found 
so that the presence of IUS is noticed in tho-
se states as well, said Rector Oğurlu. 

At the end of the meeting, the Member 
of the Advisory Board of the State of Kuwa-
it, and former Minister of Waqf and Islamic 
Affairs of Kuwait, Mr. Jamal Ahmad Al-Shi-
hab invited the representatives of the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo to come for 
a visit to Kuwait, where further discussions 
with concrete cooperation and agreement 
on joint projects could be discussed. The 
invitation was gladly accepted by the repre-
sentatives of IUS. At the end of the visit the 
guests exchanged appropriate gifts.

Dr. anas al-Shaikh ali, CBE, FRSA is Chair of the Association 
of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS), founding trustee and former 
chair of the Board of Trustees of the Forum Against Islamophobia 
and Racism (FAIR), and Director and Academic Advisor at the 
UK’s International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT). At AMSS, Ali 
leads the organization’s efforts to promote the Islamic position in 
various academic disciplines. At FAIR, Ali documents and works 
against Islamophobia and other forms of discrimination; in addi-
tion, he directs IIIT’s Translation Department. Holding a PhD in 
American Studies, Ali has also taught on literature and translation 
in universities in the Middle East. In June 2009, Ali was awar-
ded the Commander of the Civil Division of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. Ali 
was one of the signatories in October 2007 
of A Common Word Between Us and You, a 
letter addressed to Christian leaders in an appeal 
for peace and cooperation among the two world re-
ligions.  

 
Dr. ali, thank you for joining us here at IUS. There has 
been much discussion and debate about Islamophobia 
in both academic, political and media circles. you are an 
expert in this area and I would like to begin by asking you, 
what is the correct methodology for dealing with Islamo-
phobia?

Islamophobia is an evil that is going to affect Muslims everywhere 
in the long run. It is affecting the lives of Muslims in many places. 
It is really spreading far and fast. There are many organizations 
that are actually focusing on spreading Islamophobia through 
many means, and now through the internet, and social media, 
it is spreading all over the world. The best way to deal with it is a 
calm, intellectual and professional way. There are some organi-
zations, but they are working part time, some of them are making 
some progress but others are creating even more Islamophobia 
by trying to deal with Islamophobia because they are not trai-
ned, they are not professionals, and they don’t know how to go 
about it. And then there are Muslims who also create Islamopho-
bia through the things they say and through the things they do.  

What can be done to alleviate Islamophobia and bring 
about harmony in societies where Islamophobia is ram-
pant? 

I think we need an entity that works full time to combat Islamop-
hobia and for it to be stationed somewhere, we need one entity 
in the United States, we need one entity in Europe, and we need 
an entity that deals with Islamophobia in Muslim countries. When 
I talk to people about the existence of Islamophobia in Muslim 
countries, they get surprised, at the beginning; they don’t want 
to believe that there is a great deal of Islamophobia in Muslim 
countries. One of the examples I will give you, which I only read 
about last night, about this Technical University in Ankara, ye-
sterday a couple of girls in hijab went to register, and they were 
harassed by a mob of people with banners attacking the hijab and 
nobody intervened, at the end of the day, they were shouted out, 
screamed out and insulted, and they had to leave the campus 
and nobody intervened, so if that is not Islamophobia, what is? 
So, I think we need to approach it in an educated, professional, 
and intellectual way, through a very carefully planned long term 
strategy, and as I said we need this sort of entity in different pla-
ces, they need to focus on the media, they need to focus on legal 
issues, they need to focus on education.

 
can you please elaborate, what is the particular signifi-
cance of education in building social cohesion combating 
prejudice and Islamophobia? 

 
One of the serious problems actually is education, sometimes, it 
is not what is being taught, sometimes, it is what is not being ta-

ught because you know, you would have looked at some of these 
textbooks that are used in teaching history and civilization, they 
start with Plato, make a one thousand year jump into Leonardo 
Da Vinci, they label all that period “the dark ages”, but that period 
was anything but dark, and that is why books like The Theft of 
History by Jack Goody from Cambridge University, the Renais-
sance, The One or the Many are among the many that must be 
taught, textbooks need to be looked at, the curriculum needs to 
be discussed and addressed, so education is a serious challenge 
in challenging Islamophobia.

 
In addition to discrimination and Islamophobia, there are 
other societal problems such as unemployment, especi-
ally among the youth. What advice do we give to young 
students and graduates who plan to leave bosnia becau-
se of unemployment problems. 

 
I tell you this; it is not only people from Bosnia who want to live 
abroad. There are many people from other European countries 
who are looking for opportunities to go abroad. There is a lot 
of unemployment. There are many cases of young people who 
have graduated from the best universities, four or five years ago, 
and still, they haven’t been able to find a decent job, and some 
of them have taken part-time jobs and try to do whatever they 
can, so it is a problem, and the advice you give them is not to go 
unless they have a very firm offer for a job. They don’t go to seek 
a job, because jobs are not readily available, unless they have 
a firm commitment of some entity that guarantees them a visa, 
because now countries are extremely strict with their laws and 
people can get into trouble. So, I think they have to be very careful 
how they approach this. And I do not know any place in the world 
that is welcoming people and offering them jobs, so the same 
problem that is here, believe me is elsewhere, problems in Gree-
ce, problems in Spain and in other European countries as well. 

 
So, what role can cultural Studies play in addressing ethi-
cal, social and cultural issues in societies? 

 
I was delighted to learn about this Cultural Studies Program, I 
think that it is extremely important that we establish such studies 
at universities because such programs can have an impact on 
many different aspects of life.

 
Thank you very much for your time. 
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Under the leadership of a newly appointed 
Rector, Prof. Dr. Yucel Oğurlu, the deve-
lopment process for empowerment of te-
aching staff at IUS is carried out by engaging 
Prof. Dr. Metin Toprak, a distinguished pro-
fessor from the University of Istanbul as well.

Professor Toprak, besides lectures on pro-
fessional subjects in the field of economics at 
the Faculty of Business and Administration at 
IUS, will be engaged in operational activities 
for improvement of the quality of education at 
IUS and in activities consistent to implemen-
tation of the Bologna process, including the 
cooperation with relevant B&H and foreign 
educational institutions, as well as other re-
lated organizations (departments, agencies, 
schools, etc.).

The International University of Sarajevo 
has created a team of experts, made up of 
IUS professors and staff titled “The European 
Common Higher Education Area Evaluation 
Committee”, presided by Prof. Toprak who 
will intensively work in the future period with 
its team, in this field.

Starting from September 23rd to September 
30th, International University of Sarajevo be-
gan with its Student Orientation Program for 
the first-year students, designed to introduce 
students with IUS, its faculties and programs, 
rules and regulation of studies, support and 
administrative departments.
 During presentations, students learned about 
the academic life at IUS campus. Meanwhi-
le they had opportunity to meet professors, 
administrative staff and other freshmen stu-
dents, as well as senior students at IUS. The-
se acquaintances will helped new students to 
adjust to the University. 
 Student Orientation Program was coordinated 
by Student Consultation Center (SCC), with the 
support of junior and senior students studying 
at the faculties of IUS. Student coordinators 
were: Mrs. Rukiye Sündüz Gani and Mr. Yunus 
Demirbaş. Peer Counselors at the program 
were: Mrs. Naida Gego, Mrs. Sümeyye Fidan, 
Mr. Yunus Emre Eryılmaz, Mrs. Elif Bilici and 
Mrs. Indijana Šabić.
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Dr. Toprak is a skilled expert in Bolo-
gna Educational Process. He was a mem-
ber of the Turkish national team for the 
implementation of the Bologna process in 
the Turkish Council of Higher Education ( 
YÖK ) as well as the head of the Turkish 
working group at the National Qualificati-
ons of Framework for Higher Education in 
Turkey. Besides lectures on professional 
subjects in the field of economics at the 
Faculty of Business and Administration 
at IUS, Professor Toprak will be engaged 
in operational activities for improvement 
of the quality of education at IUS and in 
activities consistent to implementation of 
the Bologna process, including the co-
operation with relevant B&H and foreign 
educational institutions, as well as other 
related organizations (departments, agen-
cies, schools, etc.).

 
On the occasion, Prof. Dr. Prof. Dr. 

Metin Toprak answered few questions 
about the Bologna Process.

could you tell us more about the 
current trends in the European higher 
Education area?

 Education and training strategy and 
policy of Europe have been focusing on 
the EU 2020 horizon. Europe’s official 
institutions have just started to use more 
commonly the concept of “European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA)” instead 
of “Bologna Process”. The reasons for 
this are the comprehensive approach of 
the EHEA and some negative burdens of 
the Bologna Process. Actually, EHEA is 
based on understanding of the Bologna 
Process and its mechanisms, but life-
long learning commitment of Europe and 
unofficial background of Bologna Process 
necessitate an updated approach. The 
relationships of education in elementary 

and high schools and universities are not 
determined in Bologna Process. However, 
with lifelong learning (LLL) approach, strict 
ties are foreseen for this. 

Qualifications framework (national and 
sectoral levels), key learning outcomes 
(programme level) and learning outco-
mes (course level), quality assurance, and 
finally recognition are three main stages 
in both Bologna Process and EHEA. In 
addition, recognition of prior learning in 
terms of non-formal education and infor-
mal learning are crucially important to en-
courage people to acquire new skills and 
make them recognized. These recognition 
mechanisms are constructed under LLL 
umbrella.

References or benchmarks of Bologna 
Process (i.e. EHEA) are European Stan-
dards and Guides and quality approach 
of European University Association (EUA). 

The basic principles of new higher 
education agenda are transparency, com-
parability, transferability, employability, 
lifelong learning, internationalization, aca-
demic and research freedom, involvement 
of all stakeholders, inclusiveness and 
social dimension. As long as we can re-
member, the term “internship” was used 
in the past when students were involved 
in business world during their education. 
However now, a new term is introduced 
“work placement”. This new concept is 
very relevant with the principle of em-
ployability. It should be kept in mind that 
not only European countries are involved 
in Bologna Process but the USA, Canada, 
Australia and other far eastern, African 
and Latin American countries also follow 
the process under the “Policy Forum” 
initiative. Therefore convergence among 
higher education systems of all countries 
has appeared since the early stage of im-
plementation of the Bologna Process. 

 What are your experiences, du-
ring your engagement, in the Turkish 
council of higher Education (yÖK) 
for implementation of the bologna 
Process and the Turkish working 
group at the national Qualifications 
framework for higher Education in 
Turkey? 

Turkey signed the Bologna Process 
in 2001, but the actual work began in 
2003. Since then awareness activities on 
reform agenda of Bologna Process have 
been widely organized across the country. 
All universities are informed regularly at 
various hierarchical levels depending on 
the aim of the workshops. 16 members 
of the national team of Bologna Exper-
ts have responsibility for this work load. 
Time to time the composition of this group 
is renewed gradually to disseminate that 
culture across the country. Financed by 
the European Commission, 16 national 
Bologna Experts have been organizing 
awareness workshops and they provide 
guidance as well.

Turkey has declared higher education 
qualifications framework (TYYC) in 2010 
after working on both versions of Europe-
an Qualifications Framework (EQF) adop-
ted in 2005 and in 2008. The TYYC is 
the mixture of 2005 and 2008 decisions. 
Therefore, some conflicts and overlaps 
can easily be observed in TYYC. The same 
is also true for Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
2007 and 2011 national frameworks. 

Since January 2010, it has been an 
obligation for all higher education insti-
tutions in Turkey to adopt national qu-
alifications framework. Establishing the 
relationships of programme key learning 
outcomes (LOs) with TYYC is mandatory 
as end of 2012. Turkey made an amen-
dment in higher education law in the late 
2011 and adopted Bologna Process in-
struments and understanding by law level 
regulation.

All education levels from kindergarten 
to doctorate degree, all learning patterns 
from informal or randomly learning to 
non-formal and formal education will be 
taken into consideration by a board (TYC 
Board) on national qualifications fra-
mework which is going to be established 
by the end of 2013. The national coor-
dination and regulation contact point will 
be this new board. That board will have 
one higher coordination board and one 
executive committee. The main responsi-
bility and authority of the TYC Board will 
focus on qualifications, quality assurance 
procedures and recognition mechanisms. 
In order to avoid coordination failures or 
coordination gaps, TYC Board is supposed 
to handle qualifications and quality assu-
rance issues together as it happened in 
Ireland. 

how is the bologna Process im-
plementation going in the Turkish 
education institutions and what are 
the obstacles you often face?

Difficulties faced by the Turkish 
higher education institutions are very 
similar to those in Germany, Poland or 
Italy. Lack of national qualifications fra-
mework led many contradictions for 
same programme at various universities.  
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